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Dia  de  lot  Muertos  or  Mayoral  Victory  Donee? 


At  press  time  it’s  still  too  early  to  say  what  Michael  Roman’s  illustration  on  this  month’s  cover  truly  depicts.  Is  it  just  a  coincidence  that  Day  of  the  Dead'  and  Election  Day  occur 
so  near  each  other,  or  is  it  for  the  convenience  of  dead  voters  who  want  to  rise  again  and  haunt  their  polling  places?  Most  likely  it’s  coincidence,  but  don’t  believe  it  just  because 
you  read  it  in  the  newspaper.  The  runoff,  if  we  have  one,  may  be  the  last  honest  election  we  ever  see.  Did  you  know  the  U.S.  Congress  has  mandated  all  states  switch  to  electronic 
voting  in  time  for  the  next  presidential  contest?  Who’s  going  to  vote  against  that?  After  agonizing  over  whether  to  support  Ammiano  or  Gonzalez  for  mayor,  recalling  the 
pitifully  wimpy  record  of  the  Democratic  Party  over  the  last  five  years  made  up  your  editor’s  mind  to  trust  them  no  more.  New  Mission  News  recommends; 
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Victoria  Theater,  scene  of  Uie  six-candidate  face-off,  as  it  appeared  in  1946. 


THE  GREHT  DEBATE 


The  home  stretch  of  San  Francisco’s 
mayoral  contest  heated  up  in  late  September 
when  six  of  the  top  candidates  appeared 
together  at  the  Victoria  Theater  to  answer 
questions  about  their  plans  for  the  future  of 
our  neighborhood.  The  event,  entitled 
OPPORTUNITIES  &  ISSUES  IN  THE 
MISSION  DISTRICT,  was  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  Mission  Merchants  Association,  the 
Greater  Mission  Rotary  Club,  the  SF  Hispanic 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  SF  La  Raza 
Lawyers’  Association;  the  candidates  were 
Angela  Alioto,  Tom  Ammiano,  Matt  Gonzalez, 
Susan  Leal,  Gavin  Newsom  and  Tony  Ribera; 
the  host  and  moderator  was  Victoria  Theater 
owner  Anita  Correa. 

The  following  is  our  attempt  to  faithfully  and 
accurately  transcribe  the  questions  (as 
submitted  and  read  by  members  of  the 
sponsoring  organizations)  together  with  the 
candidates’  answers,  just  as  they  were  spoken. 
The  resulting  document,  though  somewhat 
lengthy,  shows  a  uniquely  accurate  picture  of 
the  participants  at  their  best  and  worst  as  they 
respond  to  the  questions.  Reading  the 
transcript  has  certain  advantages  over  seeing 
the  live  event:  bullshit,  digression  and 
obfuscation  stand  out  clearly  if  candidates 
dodge  questions,  reverse  themselves  in  mid¬ 
answer,  introduce  irrelevant  information, 
contradict  their  earlier  statements,  or  pad  their 
answers  with  time-consuming  phrases  like  "the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco"  or  that 
perennial  favorite,  "the  United  States  of 
America."  And,  of  course,  the  opposite  is  true: 
their  understanding  and  command  of  the  issues 
stand  out  clearly  when  presented  in  written 
form. 

Mrs.  Correa  opened  the  meeting  with  a 
short  photo  essay  /  slideshow  of  city  and 
neighborhood  sights  by  Fiona  O’Connor  of 
Harrington  Bros.  Furniture;  then  she 
introduced  the  candidates,  laid  out  the  ground 
rules,  and  asked  the  first  question. 

ANITA  CORREA  (MODERATOR):  To  begin 
with  I  would  like  to  ask  the  following 
question:  The  theater  we  currently  are  in, 
the  Victoria,  was  completely  restored  in 
1979.  It  draws  people  from  around  the  bay 
area  to  the  Mission  District  for  a  broad 
range  of  cultural  and  community  events, 
such  as  the  Cine  Latino  film  festival  that 
opened  last  weekend  and  finished  last 
evening.  In  sharp  contrast,  several  historic 
theaters  located  on  Mission  Street  have 
fallen  into  complete  disarray  and  have 
limited  use.  They  have  become  a  physical 
blight  and  a  drag  on  the  improvement  of  the 
district’s  most  active  commercial  corridor. 
The  New  Mission  and  Grand  Theaters  are 
completely  shuttered  and  dilapidated,  and 
the  two  other  theaters  have  also  been  left  in 
a  neglected  state.  As  mayor,  would  you  be 
friendly  to  encouraging  restorations  or 


alternative  improvements  of  these 
properties  and,  if  so,  what  sort  of  resources 
would  you  employ?  Pd  like  to  begin  with  Mr. 
Newsom. 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  Thank  you  very  much.  I 
want  to  thank  all  of  you  once  again  for 
convening  with  us  and  thank  each  member  of 
the  audience  for  being  here  this  evening.  Pve 
been  very  involved  in  neighborhood 
preservation  in  fact  Pve  taken  a  leadership  role 
with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  as  relates  to 
neighborhood  theater  preservation.  In 
particular  we've  been  fighting  as  cities  across 
America  have  been  fighting  to  keep  what's  left 
of  single  screen  theaters.  Increasingly  people 
and  the  have  obviously  moved  to  multiplexes 
and  as  a  consequence  we're  losing  those 
anchors  in  our  neighborhoods.  Now  in  my 
district,  in  District  2,  we've  been  successful  in 
keeping  Rite  Aid  out  of  one  of  our  theaters,  we 
kept  Walgreens,  currently  we're  fighting  with 
Cinema  21,  and  we  were  able  to  successfully 
allow  the  Presidio  Theater  to  continue.  It  will 
be  a  quasi-independent  theater  later  this  year. 
We  were  able  to  keep  Gorilla  Sports  out  of  that 
theater.  I  convened  in  fact  with  three  very 
successful  hearings  on  the  subject,  one  that 
actually  incorporated  the  best  practices  across 
this  country  and  adapted  them  for  use.  We 
looked  at  best  practices  from  Boston  to 
Washington  DC,  over  in  the  East  Bay  we 
looked  at  combinations,  some  as  distasteful  as- 
brew  pubs  with  screens,  others  more 
successful  such  as  the  Victoria  theater.  I  also 
directed  recently  and  I  really  expect  my 
colleagues  to  vote  to  pass  the  resolution  asking 
the  planning  commission  to  consider  the 
economic  impacts  of  losing  our  neighborhoods 
theaters  as  it  relates  to  the  anchor  that  they 
provide  the  city,  I  can  stand  as  an  area  of 
interest  more  than  an  area  of  demonstrated 
leadership  and  Pll  continue  to  fight  as  mayor  to 
preserve  our  neighborhood  theaters. 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ribera? 

TONY  RIBERA:  Well  first  of  all  I  want  to 
thank  you  Anita,  and  I  want  to  thank  the 
Hispanic  Chamber  and  the  Mission  Merchants 
for  including  me  here  tonight.  I  spent  a  large 
part  of  my  police  career  here  in  the  Mission 
District  as  an  officer  and  then  as  a  captain,  and 
I  have  to  admit  to  you  that  when  I  was  a  young 
officer  out  here  the  Victoria  Theater  was  a 
burlesque.  Not  that  I  ever  came  in  here 
though,  only  on  official  business... 
[laughter]. . .  Perhaps  you  know  Pm  a  member 
of  the  Mission  Miracle  Mile.  I  grew  up  in  this 
neighborhood  and  I  have  seen  the  tough  times 
this  neighborhood  has  gone  through,  and  I 
certainly  agree  that  the  current  mayor  has 
neglected  not  only  the  Mission  District  but  the 
Hispanic  community  in  San  Francisco  terribly. 
You  know,  what's  his  contribution,  the  live- 


work  lofts  that  have  chased  blue-collar 
Hispanics  out  of  this  neighborhood?  Is  that  his 
legacy  in  this  neighborhood?  Well,  I  certainly 
don't  feel  that  it  had  any  positive  impact.  I 
think  we  have  to  protect  our  neighborhood.  We 
have  to  protect  blue-collar  San  Franciscans.  As 
far  as  preservation  of  the  theaters  go[es], 
anything  that  we  can  do  to  strengthen  the 
Mission,  I  will  commit  to.  The  Mission  will  be 
a  high  priority  for  me.  It's  a  place  where  I  have 
loved  working  and  love  the  people.  Thank  you. 

MODERATOR:  So  that's  the  end?  And  what 
kind  of  suggestions  would  you  have  for 
resourcing? 

TONY  RIBERA:  Well  I  thiidc  we  have  to 
restructure  our  resources  so  the  Mission  gets 
its  fair  share.  We  don't  need  to  start  spending 
more  money,  we  have  to  start  being  fairer 
about  how  we  spend  it,  and  this  community 
has  been  neglected,  [cheers] 

MODERATOR:  Thank  you.  Can  we  hear  from 
Mr.  Gonzalez? 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  Thank  you,  Anita.  My 
answer  would  be  yes,  I  think  that  the  fact  that 
you  hear  a  number  of  different  candidates 
saying  essentially  similar  things  speaks  to  the 
fact  that  I  think  every  neighborhood  in  San 
Francisco,  at  some  level,  appreciates  the 
significance  these  single  screen  theaters  bring 
to  the  community.  There  is  not  only  the  public 
benefit  of  having  the  historic  places  and  the 
cultural  benefits  of  having  particular  events  in 
these  places,  but  I  think  we  have  also  become 
an  important  outlet  for  programming  in  an  age 
of  movie  consolidation,  where  you  have  a 
greater  chance  of  seeing  alternative  kinds  of 
films  in  a  program...  and  I  think,  for  that 
reason,  it  is  an  important  public  benefit.  If  we 
look  at  how  City  College  has  been  able  to  fund 
fheir  new  campus,  it's  been,  a  combination  of 
local  and  state  funding  through  bonds. 
Supervisor  Peskin  recently  brought  forward  a' 
measure  asking  the  office  of  the  legislative 
analyst  to  inquire  as  to  vriiat  kind  of  funding 
opportunities  might  exist;  and,  I  think, 
ultimately  that's  the  challenge.  One  thing  I 
propose  is  possibly  the  real  estate  transfer  tax 
that  was  repealed,  let's  try  that  again.  That's  30 
million  dollars  we  could  apply  to  land 
acquisition,  [cheering] 

MODERATOR:  Ms.  Alioto? 

ANGELA  ALIOTO;.  You  know,  I  have  to  say 
one  thing  that  Pve  just  got  to  get  oflf  my  chest. 

I  am  a  bom  and  raised  San  Franciscan,  and 
there's  not  a  neighborhood  in  this  city,  not  one 
neighborhood  in  this  city,  that  I  wouldn't  go  to 
—  alone.  So  while  I  appreciate  all  the  police 
officers  that  are  here  tonight,  it  isn't  necessary! 
[applause]... All  right,  now  that  Pve  got  that  off 


my  chest,  to  hear  Mr.  Newsom  say  that  he  has 
been  successful  in  saving  movie  theaters  is  an 
absolute  joke.  San  Francisco  has  lost  just 
about  every  single  theater  that  there  is.  Where 
there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way.  I  don't  want  to 
hear  about  future  money:  "We're  going  to  get  it 
from  here,  we're  going  to  get  it  from  there." 
We  didn't  have  to  get  it  before  we  lost  it.  We 
have  to  be  preventive.  We  have  to  stop  it  in  its 
tracks  —  you  don't  let  Walgreens  move  into 
Cinema  21.  You  don't  let  them  take  over  the 
Coronet — that's  about  to  happen.  The 
Coliseum  has  been  boarded  up  and  made  into 
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some  type  of  housing.  Communities  need  their 
single  screen  theaters.  San  Franciscans  grew 
up  with  single  screen  theaters.  Where  there's  a 
will,  there's  a  way.  You  elect  me  Mayor  of  San 
Francisco,  and  we  will  reopen  the  ones  that 
were  already  built  in!  [cheers] . . . 

TOM  AMMIANO:  We  missed  you  at  all  the 
other  debates.  I  have  performed  on  this  stage 
for  many  years  in  a  variety  of  events  and  Ive 
really  got  to  thank  Anita  and  her  husband 
Robert  for  maintaining  [it]  because  it's  been  a 
hard  hard  road  for  them  in  this  city.  Even  with 
people  like  me  helping,  we  haven't  done 
enough.  We  tried  to  help  the  Theater 
Rhinoceros,  we  tried  to  help  the  New  Mission 
Theater —  you  know  I  just  recently  got  the 
endorsement  of  the  Preservation  Society  — 
because,  you  know,  when  there's  older 
institutions  like  me  they  really  need  to  be 
saved,  [laughter]  Around  the  New  Mission 
there  was  a  lot  of  contention,  you  know, 
"Should  we  save  it,  should  we  not  save  it?" 
There  was  a  lot  of  cultural  fighting  about  it, 
but  we  were  able,  with  the  neighborhood 
activists  and  the  preservationists,  who 
sometimes  are  the  same  people,  in  convincing 
City  College  to  go  for  the  land  that  the  San 
Francisco  School  District  originally  said  that 
they  could  not  have.  And  I  helped  broker  that 
deal.  So  recently  I  have  been  meeting  with  a 
group  of  people,  Nancy  Chelada  and  others, 
about  how  we're  going  to  save  the  New 
Mission  Theater  They  have  wonderful  ideas 
about  preserving  it,  about  having  a  little  retail 
there,  perhaps  a  little  education,  a  lot  of 
cultura  there,  and  it's  the  same  for  the  other 
theaters.  We've  got  to  save  our  single  screen 
theaters,  and  we  can  do  it  through  creative 
‘thinking  out  of  the  box’  ideas,  and  the  money 


can  come  from  many  places.  As  Angela  said, 
the  money  is  already  there.  We  should  have  a 
business  tax  —  I  agree  with  Supervisor 
Gonzalez.  The  tourism  potential  for  the 
Mission  is  really  great.  I  just  dont  want  it  to 
turn  into  FAO  Schwartz.  I  want  it  to  respect 
and  honor  the  people,  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  So  I  guess  that  was  a  yes? 

TOM  AMMIANO:  Yes! 

SUSAN  LEAL:  Thank  you,  Anka.  Thank  you 
for  sponsoring  this;  and  the  answer,  to  start  off, 
is  yes.  And  it's  going  to  take  some  creative 
thinking,  Tom's  right,  there  are  some 
community  folks  who  have  come  together  with 
some  great  ideas  to  bring  back  the  New 
Mission  Theater  and  that's  what  we  need.  We 
need  creative  thinking,  we  need  public-private 
partnerships.  Anita,  thank  you  for  what  you've 
done  keeping  this  theater  open.  I  was  very 
active  in  making  the  Brava  Theater  really  a 
reality.  It  took  some  public  money,  it  took 
some  private  money,  and  it  took  a  lot  of  fund 
raising  and  some  creative  thought...  and  that's 
what  we  need.  We  need  a  Mayor  who  has  got 
the  financial  skill,  who  has  the  creative  skill, 
to  pull  it  together,  and  make  some  of  these 
theaters  revitalized.  With  all  respect  to  Mr. 
Newsom,  the  New  Mission  Theater  is  not  in 
the  same  condition  as  the  Cinema  21.  We 
have  a  lot  of  work  to  do.  [applause]  It's  going 
to  be  a  hard  road  to  bring  back  one  or  two  of 
these  theaters.  It's  going  to  take  some 
creativity,  but  we  can  do  it.  Thank  you. 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  The  only  thing  we  really  need 
on  that  question  is  grit.  Thank  you.  Question 
munber  two,  please,  Mr.  Richards. 


MR.  RICHARDS:  Susan,  starting  with  you, 
then  all  the  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Four  years 
ago,  the  voters  of  San  Francisco  passed  a  40 
million  dollar  bond  to  build  a  new  campus 
of  City  College  in  the  Mission.  The  trustees 
of  City  College  have  now  identified  a 
suitable  site  at  twenty-second  and  Valencia 
for  construction.  As  Mayor,  how  are  you 
going  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  this 
campus,  since  thousands  of  students  will 
need  to  get  to  this  campus,  as  well  as 
support  staff  and  faculty.  How  will  the 
Mayor's  office  under  your  administration 
assure  that  adequate  parking  facilities, 
transportation  services,  daycare  centers, 
technology  training  centers  and  the  other 
necessary  infrastructures  balance  and 
optimize  the  needs  of  both  the  Mission 
neighborhood  and  those  of  City  College?  If 
so,  what  planning  and  resources  would  you 
employ? 

SUSAN  LEAL:  I  think  we've  been  most 

successful  in  the  Mission  District;  for 
example,  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  on  the  16th 
and  Mission  BART  station,  or  in  other 
programs  in  the  Mission,  is  where  we  have 
brought  the  community  in.  For  example,  there 
is  a  planning  process  that  is  going  forward 
right  now  with  that  Community  college  money 
and  that  bond.  We  need  to  be  involved  more  in 
bringing  neighborhood  representation  in.  They 
do  have  some  on  that  Planning  Board,  but  they 
need  more.  And  as  the  next  Mayor  of  this  city 
I  would  make  sure  that  we  bring  it  in. 
neighborhood  residents,  merchants,  and  others 
who  are  interested  in  what  is  happening  in  the 
Mission  District.  It  is  very  important,  and  I 
dont  believe  that  the  campus  can  provide 
everythmg  with  the  bond  money,  so  we're 
going  to  have  to  look  for  other  resources. 


There  is  not,  to  be  perfectly  frank,  there's  not 
enough  in  the  bond  proceeds  to  provide  all 
those  items,  but  we  can  provide  many  of  them. 
But,  again,  it  involves  a  Mayor  who  is  willing 
to  say  let's  bring  in  some  of  the  commumty.  I 
know  that  when  we  designed  the  16th  Street 
BART  station,  I  know  that  when  we  designed 
the  lights  along  Mission  Street  we  brought  in 
the  neighborhood  and  it  made  the  difference 
because  people  bought  off  on  the  plan.  We 
need  to  do  that  in  this  process,  and  we  need  to 
do  it  now.  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Newsom? 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  Since  everyone  is 

standing  I  might  as  \^11.  Tom,  I  didn't  know 
you  missed  me  so  much  after  21  forums  and 
interviews  that  we  have  written  together 
[laughter]  so  let  me  thank  you  very  much 
[laughter]  for  the  new  question, 
(...inaudible...)  We  have  got  a  specific 
strategy  to  reconstitute  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Economic  Development  and  I  think  pertinent 
as  it  relates  to  this  question  is  the  need  to  put 
together  public-private  transaction  teams.  The 
same  teams  that  are  put  together  at  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Economic  Development  as  it  relates 
to  bringing  these  projects  together  or  at  least 
getting  the  approval  process.  But  we  need  to 
follow  that  process  along.  Treasurer  Leal  is 
absolutely  right,  it  has  got  to  be  commxmity 
based.  It  has  got  to  look,  obviously, 
comprehensible  as  it  relates  to  conununity 
resources.  I  think  parking  is  critical  and  fm  a 
big  Transit  First  believer,  and  fm  proud  to 
have  the  MUNI  bus  riders’  endorsement  from 
RescueMUNI.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  we 
need  to  be  sensitive  and  rational  as  it  relates  to 
the  neighborhood  parking  needs  of  merchants, 
on  merchant  corridors  as  well  as  Conununity 
College.  Not  everyone  has  the  privilege  of 
immediate  access  to  a  good  public , 
transportation  system,  and  we  need  to  deal 
with  that  reality.  Community  College  is  one 
the  most  critical  resources  for  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco's  future.  It  is  critical 
that  it  succeed  here  in  the  Mission,  and  I  will 
fight  to  make  sure  that  happ)ens  as  Mayor. 
Thank  you.  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ribera? 

TONY  RIBERA:  The  first  thing  Til  guarantee 
you  on  the  construction  of  the  new  City 
College  is  that  Tudor-Saliba  will  not  get  the 
contract,  [applause]  I  also  want  to  tell  you, 
and  I  tell  you  this  very  proudly,  fm  the  only 
candidate  up  here  who  graduated  from  the  City 
College  of  San  Francisco.  I  am  a  blue  collar 
from  the  flatlands,  not  a  blue  blood  from  the 
highlands,  [laughter  and  catcalls]  I  also  had  the 
opportunity  to  teach  at  City  College  in  their 
evening  division  for  18  years.  I  love  City 
College  and  I  love  the  opportunity  it  brings  to 
this  community.  There  is  no  greater  investment 
that  we  can  make  than  an  investment  in  the 
young  people  of  this  commimity,  and  I  am 
committed  to  that  investment.  I  think  what  we 
have  to  do  is  we  have  to  work  with  the 
community,  work  with  the  Community  College 
Board,  [with]  comprehensive  planning  to  make 
sure  that  we  provide  the  best  education  for  the 
young  people  of  the  Mission  District  that  we 
can  possibly  provide,  and  I  give  you  my 
commitment  on  that  tonight.  Thank  you. 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Gonzalez? 

m 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  First,  let  me 

congratulate  the  trustees  that  are  here  for 
getting  this  project  off  the  ground.  I  think  it's 
not  only  important  that  we  have  a  campus  here 
in  the  Mission  that  can  serve  the  residents,  but 
I  think  the  question  needs  to  be  put  into 
context,  and  that  is  that  while  San  Francisco  is 
a  very  densely  populated  city,  if  we  start 
talking  about  neighborhoods,  while  San 
Francisco  is  about  13  thousand  to  14  thousand 
people  per  square  mile  in  areas  zoned  for 
residential  use,  the  Mission  has  about  30 
thousand  per  square  mile;  and  I  mention  that 
because  I  think  the  context  is  important.  The 
city  services  related  to  this  particular 
neighborhood  are  already  stressed  and  so  I 
think,  with  this  campus  coming  in,  the 
challenge  is  really  one  of  the  legacies  of  the 
dot-com  era,  which  is  you  kind  of  set  up  a 
really  difficult  enviromnent  for  these  changes. 
PropKJsition  E,  which  I  was  co-sponsor  of, 
changed  how  planning  commissioners  are 
appointed,  and  the  plaiming  commission  is 
going  to  have  to  ultimately  look  at  this  project, 
look  at  the  mitigations  that  are  available  and 
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Mission  cultural  center 
for  Latino  Arts 


Holiday  Bazaar  &  Posadas 

Saturday,  December  6•^  11am-5pm 
Galeria  -  2"“  Floor 

This  popular  annual  event  features  music,  food,  and  a  wonderful  selection  of 
arts  and  crafts  by  Bay  Area  artists  including  posters,  cards  and  T-shirts  from 
Mission  Grafica.  Come  by  and  find  that  special  gift  for  the  holidays. 

Come  Celebrate! 

End  of  Semester  Show  and  Exhibition 

Saturday,  December.  13*^,  3-6pm,  $3  Admission 
MCCLA  Theater  ' 

Come  share  and  celebrate  the  Holiday  season  with  MCCLA's  students  and 
teachers,  including  food,  music  and  art. 

Cine  Club  Presents 

Vampires  in  Havana  (1985) 

Thursday,  Nov.  20‘*’,  7pm 
$4  Admission  /  $2  Students  &  Seniors 

Director  Juan  Padrón.  Cuba,  1985  80  Min. 

Sunny  Havana  becomes  the  first  destination  of  daytime  vampires  as  a  magical 
potion  allows  these  creatures  of  the  night  to  live  in  sunlight.  This  potion,  a 
creation  developed  by  Professor  Von  Dracula  known  a  Vampisol,  is  about  to 
be  released  worldwide  to  the  global  vampire  population.  This  saucy  animated 
feature  includes  music  by  Cuban  musician  Sandoval. 


www.MissionCulturalCentep.opg 

2868  MISSION  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  •  415  821  1155 


22nd  Street 


at  Guerrero 
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featuring 

♦CY*CH-^D^LIC  SUMMY  MIGH-TS 

Mixmaster  Cy  Pours  Out  the  Rounds  &  the  Sounds 

9  pm-2  am 


DAY  OF  THE  DEAD 


by  C.M,  Collins 

The  Mission's  annual  celebration 
of  death  (in  the  cycle  of  life,  death  and 
rebirth)  returns  to  complete  the  cycle  once 
again  on  November  2nd  with  the  ritual 
procession  along  24th  and  25th  Streets 
climaxing  upon  emergence  from  Balmy 
Alley  in  a  glorious  outdoor  exhibit  of 
altars  in  Garfield  Park. 

Dia  de  Los  Muertos  in  pre- 
Columbian  America  is  at  least  as  old  as 
the  vivid  3000-year-old  recorded  history 
of  Meso-America  itself.  Its  best-known 
symbol,  the  skull,  represents  rebirth  as 
well  as  death.  Life  was  but  an  illusion  and 
death  was  the  time  to  meet  the  real  world. 
Catholic  church  authorities  attempted  to 
repress  this  festival  and  its  spring 
counterpart,  Camaval,  but  both  were  too 
deeply  ingrained  in  the  culture.  While  the 
Spaniards  viewed  death  as  the  end  of  life, 
the  native  Americans  believed  the  dead 
came  back  and  visited.  You  are  connected 
to  your  ancestors  and  they  to  you. 

Conscious  understanding  of  the 
mystery  of  death  cannot  happen  through 
words  alone.  The  Mexican  tradition  is  an 
incredible  palette  of  symbols  and  rituals 
whose  underlying  principle  is  the 
wholeness  found  only  when  we  go  beyond 
absolute  thinking  to  embrace  the  "dance 
of  opposites"  or  life  and  death. 

Ceremonial  communal 

expression  seeks  to  re-create  the  sacred  in 
the  present  moment.  It  is  a  widespread 
custom  among  Native  American 
communities  to  perform  cyclic  rituals  to 
restore  fertility.  Throughout  the  weeks 
surrounding  November  2nd  innumerable 
altar  exhibits  demonstrating  the  Day  of 
the  Dead. 

Calaveras,  (those  animated 
skeletons  that  remind  us  that  our 
inevitable  death  is  best  viewed  as  the 
greatest  journey  of  our  life)  are  most 
popular  in  San  Francisco  as  well  as  in 
Mexico,  seen  either  as  small  sculptures  or 
as  prints  by  the  great  Mexican  artist  Jose 
Posada.  Other  items  also  serve  well  on 
personal  ancestral  altars,  like  sugar 
skulls,  marigolds,  candlesticks  and 
incense-burners  and  images  of  the  Virgin 
of  Guadalupe. 


For  the  last  millennium,  images 
that  represent  the  Black  Madonna,  like 
the  Lady  of  Guadalupe  or  self-portraits  of 
Frida  f^lo,  have  been  among  the  most 
luminous  of  archetypes,  often  being 
connected  to  miracles.  The  empowered 
feminine  symbol,  the  embodiment  of  the 
multi-ethnic  goddess,  has  risen  in  the 
collective  consciousness  as  foretold  in  the 
mythical  end  of  the  Aztec  fifth  age.  In 
these  uncertain  times,  we  must  tame  the 
patriarchal  lust  for  power  or  see  it  destroy 
humanity. 

According  to  Aztec  thinking, 
life,  so  solid,  so  apparently  real,  was  an 
illusion.  Only  by  creating  art,  by 
imitating  the  Lord  and  Lady  of  the  Close 
and  the  Near,  could  they  aspire  to 
immortality.  Thus  the  idea  that  "art  made 
things  divine"  and  only  the  divine  was 
true. 

Today  we  yearn  for  the  more 
metaphysical,  non-dualistic  approach  of 
being  at  peace  with  the  four  directions. 
To  the  Native  Americans  like  the  Aztecs 
to  be  at  peace  within  the  community  is  to 
participate  in  ‘ritual  communal 
expressions  of  conscience  that 
communicate  and  affirm  intelligences  of 
the  heart. 

Day  of  the  Dead  is  very  much 
alive  in  our  new  millennium. 

2003  Dia  de  Los  Muertos  Procession 
Ceremony  of  the  Five  Directions  honors 
TLALTECUTLI,  Aztec  Earth  Goddess. 
This  year  the  procession  also  honors  the 
hundreds  of  women  who  have  been 
assassinated  recently  in  Tijuana,  Mexico. 

1^  Invocation:  Comer  of  Bryant  and  24”'  St. 
Direction:  East 
Element:  FIRE 

2"”  Invocation:  Comer  of  Bryant  and  25”'  St. 
Direction:  South 
Element:  WATER 

3"*  Invocation:  Comer  of  25”'  and  Mission  St. 
Direction:  West 
Element:  AIR 

4*  Invocation:  Comer  of  24”'  and  Mission 
Direction:  North 
Element:  EARTH 

5*  Invocation:  Comer  of  Bahny  Alley  &  25”' 
Direction:  Center 
Element:  SPIRIT  ^ 
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(continued  from  page  four) 
look  at  the  mitigations  related  to 
transportation.  I  think  it's  important  that 
measure  pass.  I  think  it’s  one  of  the  most 
important  reforms  of  the  board;  it  doesnt  allow 
the  Mayor  to  get  all  the  appointments,  and  it 
doesnt  allow  the  mayor  to  remove  pieople 
without  cause.  That's  going  to  be  the  kernel  of 
anything  really  good  that  happens  through  this 
planning  process.  Thank  you.  [applause) 

MODERATOR:  Ms.  Alioto? 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  First  of  all,  I  think  it's 
absolutely  fantastic  that  the  Mission  is  going 
to  have  its  very  own  campus.  I  think  it  is 
paramount  to  somewhat  of  a  Renaissance  for 
the  Mission  District.  I  believe  that  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Franeisco's  Mayor  has  to  work 
hand  in  hand  with  City  College  to  make  sure 
that  all  the  infrastructural  needs  are  met  to 
make  this  a  huge  success.  This  is  the  Mission 
District's  opportunity  in  many,  many  more 
ways  than  just  the  education  that  those 
students  are  going  to  get.  This  will  help  the 
small  businesses,  this  should  help  the  City 
understand  that  it  needs  to  clean  the  streets, 
[applause]  the  City  needs  to  get  our  poor  off 
the  streets.  A  new  building  and  having  so 
many  students  come  to  this  District,  like  this 
college  will  in  fact  provide,  is  a  real  chance  for 
the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  to  pick  up  that  ball 
and  run  with  it  and  make  sure  that  it  is  a  real 
rebirth  for  this  neighborhood.  I  pledge  that  I 
will  do  this  as  Mayor,  but  I  just  have  to  say 
that  the  lack  of  coordination  between  City  Hall 
and  the  school  district  generally  speaking  ...  I 
stood  in  line  this  morning  with  15  students 
who  were  not  in  school,  they  are  freshmen  who 
are  not  in  school.  For  whatever  bureaucratic 
reason  they  offer,  those  children  are  not  in 
school.  The  school  district  has  a  duty  to  put 
them  in  school.  Dont  let  that  happen  with  this 
new  school.  Dont  let  anyone  say  the  City  cant 
get  involved:  the  City  and  the  college  are 
partners,  and  the  City  can  give  just  as  much  as 
the  college  district  can,  so  make  sure  that  this 
happens.  It  can  be  a  great  rebirth  for  this  area, 
[cheering] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ammiano? 

TOM  AMMIANO:  I  am  the  supervisor  that 
brokered  the  reluctant  bride  of  the  school 
district  into  looking  at  renegotiating  the  lease 
for  City  College  with  Trustee  Ramos  and 
Supervisor  Sandoval  as  well  as  Chancellor 
Day,  so  we  made  something  that  everyone 
thought  couldn't  happen  happen.  I  also  agree 
with  Supervisor  Gonzalez  that  we  need  to  have 
planning  commissioners  that  understand  the 
neighborhood  and  we  need  to  have  a  planning 
director  that  is  not  at  Harvard,  but  working 
here  in  our  district,  [applause]  I  would  be 
surprised  if  there  was  a  representative  on  the 
planning  commission  from  the  Mission 
District.  The  other  thing  is  BART,  fm  on  the 
Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission. 
We've  got  to  look  at  where  the  money  is 
coming  from  regionally:  there's  a  lot  of  money 
from  BART,  there's  a  lot  of  money  from 
Livable  Cities,  so  that  we  can  provide  that 
kind  of  fimding.  We  need  to  look  at 
alternatives  to  parking  like  Car  Share,  like 
allowing  bicyclists  to  have  a  safe  haven, 
[cheers]  And  when  they  have  dismissal  of 
classes  late  at  night  we  want  the  MUNI  to  be 
running  and  we  want  the  MUNI  to  be  safe. 
Those  are  also  the  things  that  need  to  come 
together.  As  Mayor  I  pledge  to  you  that  I  will 
make  them  come  together  so  that  City  College 
can  be  a  beacon  for  all  of  us,  merchants. 


residents,  social  services  as  well.  I  don't  want 
that  college  to  displace  anyone  and  I  know  that 
it  wont  if  there  is  a  Mayor  Ammiano. 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  Thank  you.  Ms.  Leal?  Oh, 
sorry,  next  question. 

SUSAN  LEAL:  I  could  take  another  shot  at  it. 
[laughter] 

MODERATOR:  The  third  question  is  from  Mr. 
Lesser. 

MR.  LESSER:  The  Mission  District  is  a 
highly  desirable  neighborhood  to  live  in  for 
a  broad  range  of  economic  and  ethnic 
groups.  It's  always  the  best  weather  in  San 
Francisco,  proud  historical  heritage, 
cultural  offerings,  business  and  employment 
opportunities,  as  well  as  the  blessings  that 
come  from  diversity.  In  the  current  process 
of  rezoning  the  east  side  of  San  Francisco, 
how  would  you,  as  mayor,  work  with  the 
Planning  Commission  and  Planning 
Department,  as  well  as  stakeholders,  to 
better  ensure  opportunities  for  people  to 
live,  work,  and  engage  in  business  in  the 
Mission  District?  Do  you  want  to  start  with 
that  one,  Ms.  Alioto? 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  During  the  last  couple  of 
months  I  have  sat  in  many  meetings  of  what 
they  are  calling  the  housing  element,  which  is 
supposed  to  decide  the  future  of  our  city  of  San 
Francisco.  The  housing  element  is  not  going  to 
be  good  for  the  Mission  District.  It  isn’t  going 
to  be  good  for  Hunter’s  Point,  the  Excelsior, 
the  OMI,  and  other  parts  of  town.  I  think  that 
the  Planning  Department  absolutely  needs  to 
get  a  grip,  that  this  city  is  a  city  of 
neighborhoods,  and  without  the  neighborhood 
input,  you  simply  can’t  just  go  willy-nilly  and 
decide  one  Qts  all  in  San  Francisco,  because  it 
doesn’t,  and  then  do  something  that  devastates 
one  neighborhood  and  helps  another.  This  is 
one  city  that  has  to  be  treated  by  its 
neighborhoods.  The  Planning  DepEirtment 
simply  does  not  imderstand  that.  As  mayor  I 
would  start  with  a  new  Planning  Department. 
[Applause]  I  would  start  with  a  Planning 
Department  that  understands  city  planning, 
and  that  isn’t  somebody’s  best  friend. 
[Cheering]  I  would  disallow  all  contracts  that 
go  out  without  a  competitive  bid,  based  on 
some  phony  sole-source  exemption.  This 
Planning  Department  needs  to  understand  we 
are  a  world-class  city,  and  that  the  Mission 
District  is  a  world-class  neighborhood,  and 
that  it  must  be  preserved.  You  cannot  trample 
over  your  past  and  have  it  become  a  bright 
future.  We  must  keep  rebuilding  it.  [applause] 

TOM  AMMIANO:  Yes,  I’ve  worked  very 
much  since  we  established  district  elections  to 
make  sure  the  neighborhoods  have  a  seat  at  the 
table.  I’m  going  to  take  a  little  bit  of  exception 
to  what  Angela  just  said.  It’s  not  the  Planning 
Department:  there  are  people  in  the  Planning 
Department  who  are  good,  who  actually  come 
from  this  neighborhood,  who  -god  forbid- 
know  about  planning,  but  they  haven’t  been 
allowed  to.  And  you  need  a  mayor  that’s  going 
to  have  commissioners  who  respond  to  that, 
and  who’s  going  to  have  a  Department  Head 
who  responds  to  that,  and  then  the  planners 
can  do  the  planning.  And  we  need  to  work 
with  people  like  Matt,  and  we  need  to  work 
with  certain  developers,  to  say  yeah  yeah  yeah 
you  might  have  a  density  bonus,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  do  want  apartments  or  homes 


that  have  two  and  three  bedrooms,  because  we 
are  a  very  family  friendly  district  and  we  want 
to  keep  it  that  way,  and  we  will  keep  it  that 
way.  The  other  thing  is,  incentives  for  small 
businesses,  whether  it’s  an  issue  of  trying  to 
put  a  cap  on  Workers’  Comp,  or  ATA  issues,  or 
the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Economic  Development, 
having  people  who  are  appointed  to  different 
districts  and  neighborhoods  like  the  Mission 
District,  working  with  small  businesses, 
working  with  business  incubators,  saying, 
"Here’s  a  community  development  loan  with 
low  interest.  We  don’t  want  you  to  work  for 
The  Gap,  we  want  you  to  work  for  yourself, 
and  maybe  we’ll  foigive  that  loan  after  a 
certain  amount  of  time."  That’s  where  the 
political  will  lies,  that’s  where  the  money  lies, 
and  that’s  where  the  serendipity  lies  for  the 
Mission  District.  And  I  say  Viva  la  Mission 
District,  because  I  think  we  can  kick 
everybody’s  ass!  [laughter  and  applause] 

SUSAN  LEAL:  As  I  understand  it  the 
question  was  about  planning? 

ANITA:  Yes 

SUSAN  LEAL:  And  the  Planning  Department 
and  the  planning  process.  And  we  do  need 
housing  in  the  Mission  District.  That’s  why  I 
fought  for  Good  Sam  housing,  that’s  why  I 
fought  for  1010  South  Van  Ness.  Those  are 
good  examples  of  family  housing  we  put 
together,  and  those  were  tough  fights,  real 
tough  fights,  particularly  1010  South  Van 
Ness.  But  they  needed  to  happen.  What  we 
need— yes,  are  some  good  planners  in  the 
Planning  Department,  I  agree  with  Tom.  It’s  a 
dysfunctional  family,  and  now  that  the 
department  head  is  out  of  town  it’s  a 
dysfunctional  family  without  a  parent.  We 
need  to  appoint  commissioners  who  are 
experts,  who  are  experienced,  and  are 
committed  to  public  service.  That’s  the 
primary  basis.  And  you  should  have  different 
neighborhoods  represented,  as  much  as 
possible.  But  we  need  to  make  sure  that,  as  we 
go  through  the  planning  process... we  do  need 
housing,  but  we  also  need  economic 
development.  We  still  need  jobs.  There’s  a  lot 
of  people  under-  employed  and  unemployed  in 
this  city,  so  we  need  a  mayor  who’s  going  to 
get  the  head  of  the  Planning  Departmént  and 
the  plaimers  to  bring  in,  and  work  through  the 
planning  process,  so  that  we  have  housing,  and 
we  can  also  have  economic  development  in  the 
Mission.  Thank  you.  [applause] 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  I  think  we  can  all  agree  — 

I  imagine  we  can  all  agree  —  there  needs  to  be 
fundamental  change,  [some  cheering,  assorted 
noise]  ...  I  think  we  can  all  agree,  even  the 
dissenters  out  there,  that  we  need  some  change 
in  the  Planning  Department,  for  that  matter,, 
potentially  on  the  Planning  Commission,  as 
these  terms  come  up.  But  we  also.  I  think,  can 
agree  that  this  Planning  Department  needs  to 
be  funded.  We  can  all  talk  about  better 
neighborhood  planning,  we  can  talk  about 
getting  out  there  and  putting  planning  back  in 
this  department,  but  unless  we  resource  the 
department  to  do  that  we’re  really  going  to  fall 
short.  And  that’s  why  I’m  proud  to  have  a 
workforce  housing  initiative  that  we’ve 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
hope  they’re  going  to  take  a  good  look  at  it  as 
it  relates  to  rezoning  the  eastern  neighborhood, 
as  it  relates  to  rezoning  our  C3  district  and  the 
FARs,  and  the  downtown  core,  that  actually 
sets  aside-has  a  process  that  sets  aside- 
development  fees  and  puts  them  into  a  fund 


that  is  protected,  to  enhance  our  Better 
Neighborhoods  Planning  process.  I  think  we 
can  also  acknowledge  that  the  process  worked 
around  Octavia  Boulevard.  It’s  working  down 
at  Balboa  Park.  We’re  still  challenged  out 
there  in  the  central  waterfront,  but  it’s  an 
important  process,  and  it’s  one  this  city  needs 
to  commit  to.  We  need  a  mayor  who  can  find 
the  resources,  and  not  look  at  the  economy  and 
the  general  fund  and  say,  "Well,  I’m  sorry,  we 
couldn’t  find  those  resources."  I  think  our 
Workforce  Housing  Plan,  which  also  provides 
upwards  of  twenty  five  thousand  housing  units 
set  aside  for  working  families  —those  earning 
eighty  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  percent  of  area 
median  income,  with  the  set-asides  for  Better 
Neighborhoods  Plaiming.  I  think  it’s  a  great 
first  step,  and  it’s  a  step  I  look  forv.'ard  to 
engaging  in,  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years 
as  mayor.  Thank  you.  [applause] 

TONY  RIBERA:  I  think  the  City’s  planning 
process  is  an  area  where  the  new  mayor  will 
have  a  real  opportunity  to  express  his  or  her 
vision  for  this  city.  It’s  where  the  leadership  of 
planning  starts,  and  my  commitment  is  to 
protecting  the  neighborhoods  of  San  Francisco 
first.  I  think  that  has  to  be  absolutely  clear: 
that’s  our  number  one  priority,  protecting  our 
neighborhoods.  We  also  have  to  get  away  from 
the  Willie  Brown  type  of  government  of 
friends  and  foes.  The  Planning  Commission  is 
appointed  jointly  by  the  mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  We  need  to  establish  a  good 
working  relationship.  Matt  is  a  bit  more  liberal 
than  I  am,  but  Matt  is  a  decent  guy  who  I  am 
looking  forward  to  working  with  in  a  positive 
way  to  help  the  people  of  San  Francisco.  You 
can’t  be  friends  and  foes.  You  have  to  have 
that  commission  on  the  same  track,  looking  for 
the  vision  of  San  Francisco.  The  other  thing 
that  I  think  is  critical  is  the  business 
atmosphere,  particularly  here  in  the  Mission 
where  the  small  business  owners  have  been  hit 
so  hard.  The  leadership  of  this  city  and  the 
mayor  has  to  put  out  a  message  that  we  are  in 
fact  friendly  to  the  business  community, 
particularly  the  small  business  community.  As 
a  native  San  Franciscan  it  boggles  my  mind 
that  businesses  are  leaving  our  city  and  going 
to  Oakland.  It’s  absolutely  absurd,  and  we’ve 
got  to  do  something  to  reverse  it  and  do  it 
quick.  Thank  you.  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Gonzalez. 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  There’s  been  a  study  of 
the  Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone  by  the 
Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coalition,  and  I 
just  want  to  share  a  couple  of  facts  that  they 
concluded  with  a  block  by  block  investigation 
of  land  use  in  this  area.  Nearly  one  fifth  of  the 
building  lots’  square  footage  in  this  area  is 
now  devoted  to  live-work  or  office  use,  an 
increase  of  330%  since  1991,  and  since  1991 
over  1.7  million  square  feet  of  building  space 
that  was  devoted  to  production,  distribution 
and  repair  activities  has  been  eliminated,  a 
decline  of  57%.  With  all  due  respect  to 
Supervisor  Newsom,  he  voted  for  many  of  the 
projects  that  made  it  impossible  for  the 
residents  of  the  Mission  to  stay  here  and  thrive 
here.  You  can’t  live  if  you’re  being  evicted  and 
there’s  no  family  housing  being  built  because 
it’s  just  live-work  lofts.  You  can’t  work  here  if 
the  industrial  zones  are  being  poached  for 
office  space  and  if  the  minimum  wage  in  the 
state  gets  you  $14,000  a  year.  And  you  can’t 
engage  in  business  if  you’ve  got  a  business  tax 
that’s  based  solely  on  payroll  which  hurts 
small  businesses  and  favors  large  businesses. 
I’m  proud  to  say  that  I  voted  against,  I  think, 
five  of  the  commissioners  who  were  put 
forward  for  Planning  and  Board  of  Appeals. 

I  m  sorry  to  say  there  is  no  Latino 
representation  and  no  Mission  representation 
on  either  of  those  bodies,  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  Thank  you.  I  have  one  thought 
that  I  would  like  to  inteiject  here,  because 
there  is  so  much  concern  alwut  housing  in  this 
district.  Has  anyone  here  considered  the 
possibility,  out  of  all  the  housing  that  has  been 
built  with  city,  state  and  federal  funds,  to  have 
the  residents  in  those  places  have  the 
opportumty  to  be  able  to  buy  their  apartments? 
[applause]  I’d  just  like  to  inteiject  it  because 
eighty  to  eighty-five  percent  of  this  district  is 
tenants.  Should  not  some  of  those  tenants  be 
able  to  own  their  own  homes?  It’s  just  a 
question.  I  don’t  expect  a  response,  but  maybe 
it  would  be  possible  to  start  thinking  about 
that  in  the  planning  process.  That’s  all. 
Question  number  four,  Fernando  Rivera? 

(continued  on  page  eight) 
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EYES 


ON 

THE 


INSIDE 

OUR  ANONYMOUS  CONVICT  CORRESPONDENT 


Eyes  has  decided  to  give  up  a  little  game. 
Remember,  game  is  sold  not  told,  bought  not 
taught,  earned  not  learned;  however  I’m 
willing  to  break  my  readers  off  a  chunk  for 
free! 

The  most  dangerous  and  legal  weapon  in  the 
system  is  commonly  known  as  a  number  2 
pencil.  Yes,  I’m  afraid  so.  The  old  slogan  is, 
“A  pencil  will  make  you  or  break  you.”  Well, 
folks,  it  can  even  kill  you! 

Think  about  it  for  just  a  moment;  it’s  not 
crudely  sharpened,  it’s  finely  tooled  in  a 
county  or  state-provided  pencil  sharpener, 
then  carried  legally  anywhere  in  the  system. 
Eyes,  his  ownself,  has  armed  himself  with  this 
particular  weapon  in  the  past. 

The  next  most  commonly  used  weapon  is 
something  everyone  uses  at  least  two  or  three 
times  a  day — yes,  you  guessed  it — the 
toothbrush.  This  weapon  has  to  be  extremely 
altered  and  can  never  be  used  again  to  brush 
the  chops.  Who  cares?  They’re  given  out 
freely  throughout  the  system. 

Imagination  can  run  wild  in  the  construction 
of  one  of  these  weapons.  One  can  simply  just 
melt  the  end  and  then  fine  tune  the  point  on 
the  concrete  provided  in  the  prison  cells!  Eyes 
was  caught  with  one  of  these  daggers  himself 
years  ago  when  he  first  started  doing  time.  It 
had  a  piece  of  sheet  wrapped  aroxmd  one  end 
to  make  a  handle,  and  it  was  stashed  in  a  roll 
of  toilet  paper  inside  the  cell  for  months 
before  it  was  found.  I  don’t  remember  how 
many  cell  searches  went  by  without  it  being 
located. 

The  toothbrush  shank  can  be  manufactured 
in  dozens  of  ways.  Razor  blades  can  be  melted 
into  the  plastic  to  be  quite  deadly.  A  lot  of 
men  and  women  have  died  behind  the  use  of 
pencils  and  toothbrushes. 

How  many  people  have  heard  the  term, 
“Lock  in  a  Sock’7  T’m  here  to  tell  you  it 
doesn’t  stop  there.  Four  bars  of  soap  can  be 
just  as  painful;  if  not  as  deadly.  Eyes  has  a 
story:  Sometime  in  2000,  Eyes  was  in  Pleasant 
Valley  State  Prison  in  Coalinga,  hanging  out 
in  the  yard  when  all  of  a  sudden  there  was  a 


loud  thud  and  an  inmate  went  down  right 
under  the  gun  tower.  As  it  turned  out, 
someone  had  an  issue  with  this  convict,  so  he 
bought  three  cans  of  tuna  from  the  prison 
canteen/store,  then  walked  a  lap  around  the 
yard  and  placed  those  three  cans  in  a  sock.  He 
came  back  aroimd  and  cracked  his  prey  three 
times  and  got  away.  This  didn’t  kill  his 
intended  victim,  but  he  got  his  message 
across. 

Another  commonly  used  weapon  that’s  no 
longer  around,  because  too  many  men  have 
died,  was  the  weights,  the  good  old  iron  pile. 
For  the  life  of  me,  I  could  never  figure  out 
why  someone  would  piss  off  another  convict 
on  a  prison  yard,  then  crawl  up  imder  300 
pounds  of  iron.  (You  figure  that  one  out.) 

Eyes  remembers  when  he  was  doing  a  jolt  in 
Old  Folsom.  There  was  a  new  correctional 
officer  working  the  tier  and  he  started  being  a 
little  rambunctious  in  his  cell  searches  (mind 
you,  this  is  when  Folsom  was  a  deadly  Level 
rV  Penitentiary).  Anyway,  this  one  convict 
said  he  wanted  to  teach  the  turnkey  a  lesson, 
show  him  who  the  .boss  was.  They  didn’t  want 
to  hurt  this  rookie  yet,  so  this  convict 
fashioned  a  bone-crusher  (name  for  a  deadly 
shank)  out  of  aluminum  foil.  The  con  and  two 
other  men  arranged  to  be  on  the  tier  at  the 
same  time.  The  wet-behind-the-ears  C/0  was 
walking  toward  them;  the  tier  was  crowded; 
the  guimer  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  unit; 
everything  was  in  place.  The  three  cons 
approached  and  started  to  pass  this  young  cop 


when  all  of  a  sudden,  out  of  nowhere,  one 
convict  pulled  out  that  aluminum  foil  piece 
and  hit  that  bull  right  in  the  heart.  The 
crinkling  foil  sounded  as  if  the  knife  itself  was 
penetrating  uniform  and  flesh.  The  young 
guard  went  down  yelling,  “Help!  I’m  hit!” 
only  to  find  out  it  was  a  prank.  When  that 
yoimg  C/O  went  home  that  day,  he  had  to 
change  his  pants.  I  believe  he  got  the  message 
because  when  he  returned  to  work  he  was  a 
changed  man. 

Convicts  are  crafty  men.  They  make  knives 
and  weapons  out  of  almost  any  substance  or 
material.  Take  coffee  creamer,  for  example: 
did  you  know  it’s  flammable?  Convicts  have 
been  known  to  make  bombs  with  this  stuff. 
They  (the  system)  won’t  even  sell  it  on  most 
canteen  lines,  and  it’s  absolutely  not  allowed 
in  ad.  seg./lock  up  units  (commonly  known  as 
the  hole).  Let’s  talk  for  a  moment  about  the 
weapons  made  in  there. 

Toilet  paper  is  one  of  the  number  one 
killers.  Yes,  that’s  right:  butt  wipe.  You’re 
probably  asking.  How  can  this  be?  Well,  I’m 
here  to  share  just  a  bit  about  this  dangerous 
line  of  weapoiuy.  Arrows!  Paper  maché 
arrows.  Yes,  tightly  rolled  toilet  paper,  dipped 
in  water,  dried,  rolled  with  another  layer, 
dipped  again;  believe  me,  they  do  work. 

You’re  sitting  there  reading  this,  saying, 
“Yeah,  what  good  is  an  arrow  without  a  bow?” 
That’s  crafted  easier  than  putting  the  lock  in 
the  sock!  Remember,  folks,  we’re  talking 
about  lock-down  units! 


« 

The  killers  of  the  killers! 

The  cream  of  the  crop! 

The  so-called  Smart  Ones! 

If  you’ve  never  been  inside  a  lock-down  umt 
I  can  understand  why  you  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
figure  out  this  simple  task  of  stretching  a  bow. 
In  most  of  the  units,  cell  doors  are  designed 
with  little  round  holes  about  the  size  of  one’s 
index  finger.  The  only  clothing  inmates  are 
allowed  to  have  in  these  units  are  lX)xers: 
inside  the  waist  band  of  the  boxers  is  elastic;  a 
great  bow  string!  Are  you  with  me?  Now,  take 
the  elastic  and  tie  an  end  in  a  top  hole  and  a 
bottom  hole... voilal  You  now  have  a  deadly 
bow  with  arrow. 

Now  all  that’s  left  is  to  craft  is  the  tip  of  the 
arrow.  You  might  use  a  broken  razor  or  a 
paper  clip — how  about  a  staple?  Any  of  the 
above  will  work,  without  a  doubt.  Some 
convicts  dip  the  ends  in  feces,  just  for  an 
added  touch.  If  the  arrow  misses  its  intended 
spot,  it  can  still  make  someone  deathly  ill! 

There  are  numerous  weapons  made  inside 
the  walls  of  jails  and  prisons.  What  people  on 
the  outside  take  for  granted,  convicts  on  the 
inside  use  with  deadly  effect.  Here’s  an 
explosive  device  that’s  quite  lethal:  baby  oil! 

Think  about  this  for  a  minute:  you  are  in  a 
prison  cell  with  bars  on  the  front;  the  door  is 
locked.  You  have  made  an  enemy.  He  has  a 
newspaper,  Bic  fighter,  bottle  of  baby  oil,  and 
he’s  standing  outside  your  cell,  dousing  it  and 
you  with  the  flammable  liquid!  Get  the 
picture?  He  lights  the  paper,  and  whoever  is  in 
that  cell  becomes  a  crispy  critter! 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  deadly  weapons 
engineered  on  the  inside.  There  are  so  many 
more,  the  warden’s  offices  in  Old  Folsom  and 
San  Quentin  are  full  of  diabolically  crafted 
weapons.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  zip  gun? 
I’m  telling  you,  they’re  real.  Maybe  one  day 
Eyes  will  write  more  on  the  subject  of  Inmate 
Manufactured  Weapons,  probably  in  my 
upcoming  book.  Articles  to  come:  food  served 
to  inmates  and  the  many  ways  to  fix  a  Top 
Ramen,  cell  searches  and  strip  searches,  and 
of  course,  do’s  and  don’ts  behind  the  walls. 
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(continued  from  page  six) 

FERNANDO  RIVERA:  Well,  one  of  the 
things  that  I  noticed  when  I  first  moved  to 
the  city,  and  it’s  still  there,  is  playground 
drug  dealing  in  the  Mission  District.  It’s 
very  common  knowledge  in  the  city  that  we 
have  a  very  tough  drug  problem  here.  Since 
everybody’s  aware  of  the  problem,  why 
hasn’t  the  city  addressed  this  problem? 
Supervisor  Gonzales. 

MATT  GONZALES:  First  of  all,  let  me  say 
that  it’s  a  very  complicated  issue.  In  my  work 
as  a  public  defender  I  saw  thousands  of  people 
at  the  Hall  of  Justice  charged  with  crimes,  and 
I  think  it’s  very  easy  to  demonize  everybody 
that  comes  in  who  is  engaging  in  conduct  that 
we  don’t  find  appropriate.  But  usually,  when 
we  look  beneath  the  surface,  we  see  that  there 
are  a  lot  of  societal  problems  and  the  serious 
economic  disparity  in  our  society  that  leads  to 
that  activity.  So  I  think  as  a  society  we  have  a 
responsibility  not  just  to  be  focused  on  how  to 
arrest  more  people,  but  also  to  get  to  the 
underlying  offenses,  [applause]  We  should 
look  to  alternatives  to  incarceration  when  we 
can,  but  then  we  have  to  build  a  system  that 
punishes  recidivism  in  some  logical  fashion. 
So  we  should  go  with  behavioral  health  court, 
mentor  court,  drug  court,  but  then  when  we’re 
dealing  with  other  offenses  we  shouldn’t 
simply  say,  "Plead  guilty  to  a  felony.  I’ll  give 
you  probation,  and  you’re  on  your  way."  That’s 
almost  not  really  a  punishment,  except  that 
you’ve  got  a  conviction  now  that  keeps  you 
from  being  able  to  go  out  and  get  a  job.  Society 
acts  schizophrenically,  hurting  itself  by  doing 
that.  So  I  think  we  should  have  a  model  where 
we  want  people  to  not  get  that  felony  that 
creates  that  problem  for  them,  but  forces  them 
to  do  sheriff-work  time,  community  service, 
jail  time,  def)ending  on  what  the  seriousness  of 
the  offense  is,  so  that  hopefully  we  can  bring 
something  back  into  law-abiding  life, 
[applause] 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  First  of  all,  that  was 
Alioto  Park  that  you  all  saw  in  the  display 
earlier,  and  I  actually  had  a  meeting  in  Alioto 
Park,  which  of  course  wa's  named  for  one  of 
the  greatest  mayors  this  city  ever  had!  And  I 
had  a  meeting  there  the  other  day  with  a  group 
of  people,  and  you  know,  as  much  as  I  respect 
Supervisor  Gonzales,  I  disagree.  When 
someone  comes  in  and  deliberately  and 
flagrantly,  as  this  question  asks,  flagrantly 
sells  hard  core  drugs  to  our  children,  they  need 
to  be  arrested  and  put  away,  [applause,  some 
boos]  How  did  I  know  that  wasn’t  going  to  be 
popular  here?  You  Have  to  have  a  community 
where  families  feel  safe  to  take  their  children 
to  parks,  where  people  feel  safe  in  opening  a 
small  business,  where  people  feel  safe  walking 
down  the  street  no  matter  what  time  of  day. 
That’s  what  the  old  San  Francisco  spirit  was. 
That  is  gone  because  there  is  a  flagrant 
disregard  for  serious  crimes  that  occur,  and 
nobody’s  doing  anything  about  it,  with  all  due 
respect  to  public  defenders  and  DAs  and 
everybody  else.  There’s  a  bottom  line:  when 
you  have  your  family  and  you’re  walking  down 
the  street,  you  don’t  want  to  be  accosted  by 
anybody.  You  want  to  be  able  to  live  with  a 
quality  of  life  that  we  all  deserve,  [applause] 
I  was  talking  about  selling  drugs,  I  didn’t  say 
users,  I  said  selling  drugs! 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ammiano. 

TOM  AMMIANO:  Thank  you.  Yes,  you’ve  got 
to  look  at  the  difference  between  big  drug 
dealers  and  people  wiio  are  busted  for  a  nickel 
bag.  We  need  to  have  community  centers  for 
dealing  with  that,  as  the  difference  between 
incarcerating  those  who  make  thousands  and 
millions  of  dollars  on  dealing  drugs.  You  have 
to  have  education  as  well,  and  one  of  the 
things  I  want  to  do,  I  think  we  need  more 
community  policing.  That  means  people  from 
the  neighborhood  who  are  police,  who  speak 
the  language,  who  come  from  the 
neighborhood,  that’s  very  possible,  and  one  of 
the  things  I  projX)sed  for  the  ballot  next  March 
is  civilianization  of  the  Police  Department  so 
that  all  of  the  law  enforcement  officers  who 
are  now  doing  clerical  work  and  non¬ 
enforcement  work  can  be  replaced  by  civilians, 
people  from  our  neighborhood,  and  so  that 
they  can  be  on  the  street  working  with  youth, 
not  necessarily  as  law  and  order  advocates  but 
as  mentors  and  peace  officers  as  they’re 
supposed  to  be.  The  broken  windows  theory 
does  not  work.  We’re  going  to  have  a  new 
juvie  hall.  I  don’t  want  the  kids  from  our 
neighborhood  to  be  there.  I  want  them  to  be 
here  in  the  community  receiving  the  kind  of 
true  rehab  and  family  support  that  they  deserve 


so  that  there’s  no  recidivism.  And  by  the  way, 
when  we  release  people  from  jail  on  drug 
charges,  there’s  no  housing  for  them,  so  what 
do  they  do?  They  go  back  to  our 
neighborhoods  and  our  blocks  to  use  again  and 
sell  again.  So  we  need  to  make  sure  that 
people  aren’t  released  without  housing, 
[applause] 

SUSAN  LEAL:  I  do  believe  we  need  more 
community  policing,  we  need  more 
enforcement  on  it,  and  it  may  not  be  popular  to 
make  that  statement  to  some  of  you.  But  the 
victims  of  that  crime  are  often  children. 
There’s  a  lot  of  parents  in  this  neighborhood 
that,  when  their  children  leave  school,  they 
can’t  hang  out  in  the  neighborhood  or  be 
anywhere  in  the  street,  they  have  to  go  right 
from  school  to  home  and  stay  inside.  And  we 
have  to  think  about  that.  And  so  Tom’s  right: 
yes,  we  do  need  more  community  policing.  I’m 
very  committed  to  that.  You  know,  we  blamed 
it  all  on  Bernal  Dwellings  when  Bernal 
Dwellings  was  there.  Bernal  Dwellings  has 
been  gone  for  several  years  and  there  is  still  as 
much  drug  dealing  in  lower  24th  Street  as 
there  ever  was.  In  fact,  .people  tried  to 
intentionally  set  fire  to  Brava  Theater  when 
they  called  the  police  on  some  of  the  drug 
dealing  going  on.  We  do  need  more 
enforcement,  but  at  the  same  time  we  also 
need  after-school  employment  programs.  I’ve 
been  a  strong  proponent  of  that,  making  it 
happen,  making  it  happen.  So  it’s  not  a  clear 
cut,  "OK  we  just  need  police."  We  also  need 
other  alternatives.  But  remember  why  we  do 
need  more  enforcement.  The  victims  are  our 
children,  our  families.  As  the  next  mayor  of 
this  city  I  will  have  more  enforcement,  I  will 
have  more  community  policing;  at  the  same 
time  I’ll  provide  those  after-school  programs 
as  I  did  when  I  was  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  particularly  employment. 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  Thank  you.  I  think  we 
have  to  recognize  the  reason  we  have  so  much 
drug  dealing  in  the  city  and  county  of  San 
Francisco,  in  the  Mission  District  and  in  other 
neighborhoods  in  San  Francisco,  is  we  lead  the 
nation  in  drug  addiction.  We’re  the  biggest 
consumers  in  the  coxmtry  of 
methamphetamine,  number  one,  we’re  two  in 
LSD,  we’re  now  fourth  in  the  United  States  of 
America  in  the  rates  of  use  and  abuse  of 
heroin,  number  nine  in  crack  cocaine.  WeTead 
the  United  States  of  America  in  drug 
addiction.  We’ve  got  to  deal  with  that  reality, 
and  that’s  why  I  do  accept  what  the  speakers 
are  saying  about  dealing  with  those  underlying 
reasons,  those  causes,  and  that’s  why  we’ve  all 
fought  hard.  Treasurer  Leal  fought  hard  and 
Supervisor  Ammiano  and  Supervisor  Alioto 
and  others  fought  hard  for  treatment  on 
demand  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco 
and  I’ll  take  a  back  seat  to  none  of  them  in 
terms  of  advocacy,  and  I  want  to  continue  that 
effort.  But  we  also  have  to  deal  with  the 
reality:  we  have  the  lowest  bail  schedules  in 
the  Bay  Area.  This  matters!  There’s  not  a  drug 
dealer  in  the  Bay  Area  who  doesn’t  know  what 
our  bail  schedules  are  in  the  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco.  When  then-Captain  Suhr  did  a 
sweep  right  down  the  block,  on  Twenty-fourth 
and  Sixteenth,  around  the  BART  corridors, 
forty  plus  percent  of  the  people  who  were 
arrested  were  from  outside  of  San  Francisco. 
It’s  not  just  our  lax  prosecution,  but  it’s  also 
the  bail  schedules.  This  is  very  real.  We  need 
to  use  some  common  sense  here.  I’m  opposed 
to  this  failed  war  on  drugs,  vehemently 
opposed.  I  lectured  on  it  as  it  relates  to  Boston 
University,  I’m  part  of  a  joined  together 
fellowship  on  this,  but  we  also  have  to  deal  in 
reality.  We’ve  got  some  very  specific  ideas.  I 
hope  you’ll  take  a  look  at  a  white  paper,  a 
policy  paper  I  have  on  crime  reduction  and 
dealing  with  the  issues  of  [inaudible] 
prevention  as  well  as  drug  prevention  in  this 
city.  Thank  you.  [applause] 

TONY  RIBERA:  Well,  first  of  all,  Tom,  I  want 
to  disagree  with  you.  The  broken  windows 
theory  does  work.  When  I  was  Chief  of  Police 
we  enforced  quality  of  life  crime  laws  and  we 
reduced  serious  crime  by  thirty  percent,  wdiich 
was  the  largest  reduction  in  the  United  States 
at  the  time.  We  did  a  number  of  other  things 
during  my  administration.  We  started  a 
domestic  violence  unit  which  has  been 
expanded  since  I  retired.  We  were  the  second 
domestic  violence  unit  in  the  state.  We  started 
a  comprehensive  community  policing  program 
which  involved  every  officer  in  the 
department,  and  also  gave  the  authority  to  the 
district  captains  to  work  with  the  community 
to  come  up  with  strategies  to  deal  with  crimes 
in  their  unique  communities.  And  I  might  add 


that,  being  here  in  the  Mission  tonight,  as  the 
fonner  captain  of  Mission  Station,  it  makes  me 
feel  very  good  to  know  that  you  have  the  best 
captain  in  the  police  department,  Greg 
Corrales.  [applause,  some  boos]  I  must  be 
doing  something  right.  You  know,  there’s  some 
other  things  that  we  did.  You  know,  I 
supported  the  needle  exchange  program,  I 
supported  treatment  on  demand.  But  we  really 
have  to  start  getting  serious  about  the  serious 
drug  dealers  that  we  have  on  the  Mission 
corridor  now.  We  need  full  funding  of  the 
Police  Department,  We  need  to  restore  the 
budget  cuts,  and  you’re  going  to  get  mad  at  me 
for  saying  this:  we  need  to  get  rid  of  the  worst 
district  attorney  in  the  State  of  California! 

PANELIST:  This  is  a  three-part  question.  All 
of  you  are  or  have  been  important  elected 
officials  in  San  Francisco.  What  have  you 
done  to  address  the  needs  of  the  youth  in  the 
Mission  District?  How  are  you  as  mayor 
going  to  address  these  issues  better  or 
differently,  and  what  resources  will  you 
allocate  to  accomplish  this  goal?  Start, 
please,  with  Supervisor  Ammiano. 

TOM  AMMIANO:  Thank  you.  You  know,  my 
daughter  was  bom  here  in  the  Mission.  She 
lives  at  22nd  and  Bryant  with  her  daughter  and 
her  partner,  and  they  both  work  in  youth 
organizations,  one  is  LOCO  BLOCO  [phrase 
inaudible]  and  they  have  identified  to  me  the 
kind  of  moneys  that  are  needed  to  fund  the 
programs  that  work  for  youth  here.  You  know  I 
was  a  public  school  teacher  at  what  used  to  be 
called  Hawthorne  and  now  is  Cesar  Chavez 
when  they  wouldn’t  even  allow  Spanish  to  be 
taught  or  spoken,  in  1968.  We’ve  come  a  long 
way  since  then.  I  have  proposed  a  $60  million 
set-aside  from  the  city  for  the  schools  in  San 
Francisco,  particularly  those  that  are 
underserved  like  those  here  in  the  Mission. 
I’ve  worked  with  a  number  of  organizations 
(inaudible)  with  Supervisor  Gonzalez, 
Supervisors  Maxwell  and  Sandoval  about 
getting  more  money  for  gang  prevention  and 
for  peer  education  so  we  can  get  a  handle  on 
these  issues.  In  terms  of  jobs,  I  recently  had  a 
hearing  from  the  Youth  Commission  where 
they  said,  "We’re  only  sixteen,  we’re  only 
seventeen,  we’re  only  eighteen  but  guess 
what,  we’re  working  in  sweat  shops,  we’re 
working  for  below  minimum  wage."  I  did 
propqse  a  living  wage  legislation  a  few  years 
ago  which  was  successful.  Supervisor 
Gonzalez  has  now  proposed  a  minimum  wage 
which  I  have  supported  from  the  beginning, 
not  just  a  little  bit  later  like  some  Supervisors. 
These  are  all  interconnected  and  these  will 
help  us  solve  these  problems  and  listen 
[inaudible]  not  just  give  them  lip  service  but 
listen  to  them,  because  they’ve  got  a  lot  of  shit 
to  share,  [applause] 

SUSAN  LEAL:  I’m  very  proud  of  my  record 
working  for  the  youth  of  the  Mission  District. 
And  you  talk  about  [inaudible]  and  they  said 
Franklin  Field  couldn’t  get  redone,  we  got  it 
redone;  when  they  said  that  police  overtime 
money  should  be  used  for  putting  more  police 
in  the  parks  I  said,  "No  way.  What  we’re 
going  to  do  is  take  that  money  and  hire  youth 
directors  in  the  parks."  When  they  said  you 
can’t  have  another  soccer  field  we  made 
another  soccer  field.  When  they  said  that 
Mission  Girls  wasn’t  going  to  be  funded 
again,  I  fought  for  their  funding,  for  their  after 
school  programs  and  their  career  programs. 
When  they  said  there  wasn’t  going  to  be 
money  for  23rd  and  Treat,  I  stayed  with  it, 
persisted,  we  got  that  money  for  it.  We  need- 
and  there’s  ,  another  long  list  of  my 
commitment  to  youth  in  the  Mission  District, 
and  I  won’t  stop  as  mayor  because  there  are  a 
lot  of  children  living  in  the  Mission  District — 
and  we  need  to  invest  [in]  them,  including 
after  school  employment  opportunities.  That’s 
a  number  one  thing  I  hear  from  you.  They  want 
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employment  opportunities.  We  need  to  make  it 
happen.  I  believe  that  even  in  these  tough 
financial  times,  to  jump  to  the  third  part  of 
your  question,  even  in  these  tough  financial 
times  we  have  to  make  an  investment  in  our 
kids.  That’s  why  I’ve  got  a  preschool  initiative 
on  this  ballot.  Prop  I;  that’s  why  when  1  was 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  I  expanded 
preschool  opportunity  for  our  youth.  Because 
even  in  these  difficult  financial  times  we  have 
to  set  aside  money  for  our  children.  They  are 
our  future.  Thank  you.  [applause] 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  I  agree  a  lot  with  what 
Treasurer  Leal  said.  I  think  that,  to  be 
objective,  San  Francisco  has  really  stood  up 
and  I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for  supporting 
the  baseline  funding  for  children’s 

services . this  Board  of  Supervisors,  the 

previous  Board  of  Supervisors,  that 
understands  the  need  to  invest  in  the  next 
generation.  It  shouldn’t  be  lost  on  any  of  us. 
This  city  now,  collectively,  has  more  dogs  than 
it  has  children.  This  is  the  city  with  less  than 
14  [percent  of  its  population  eighteen  and 
under.  We  are  not  particularly  children- 
friendly.  But  we  have  some  of  the  best 
community  based  programs  in  the  nation. 
People  come  from  all  over  the  country  to  see 
what  San  Francisco  is  doing  right,  but  it’s  still 
not  good  enough.  When  you’ve  got  ten  year 
olds,  eleven  year  olds,  twelve  year  olds 
involved  in  gangs,  you  know  clearly  we’re 
falling  short.  Disproportionately,  we  know 
that  kids  are  getting  involved  in  crimes  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  to  seven  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  We  clearly  need  to  target  our 
resources  in  a  much  more  strategic  way,  and 
we  neèd  to  organize  our  resource  allocation  to 
make  sure  the  money’s  going  to  the  people  that 
need  it  most.  I’m  very  proud  of  the  record  of 
accomplishments,  particularly  around  the 
issues  of  mentorship.  I  believe  very  strongly  in 
mentorship.  Accordingly  I’m  proud  to  have 
sponsored  that  $110  million  Parks  Bond  to 
revitalize  our  226  neighborhood  parks  and 
recreation  facilities  each  and  every  year.  And 
we  have  the  resources  to  add,,  to  continue  to 
make  investments  and  add-backs,  in 
recreational  opportunities.  It’s  one  thing  to 
have  a  great  park  and  ree  center:  you’ve  got  to 
have  the  resources  to  staff  it  and  engage  our 
kids,  [applause] 

TONY  RIBERA:  To  answer  your  question, 
‘What  have  we  done  personally  to  help  kids  in 
the  Mission?":  well,  first  of  all,  I  have  coached 
youth  baseball  in  San  Francisco,  including 
many  kids  from  the  Mission,  for  twenty-five 
years,  a  job  which  I  never  received  one  cent 
for.  I  have  supported,  financially,  St.  Peter’s 
Elementary  School  at  24th  and  Alabama,  since 
my  days  as  a  police  officer  here,  starting  in 
1968, -and  I  continue  to  do  so.  And  if  you  think 
I’m  blowing  air,  talk  to  Sister  Mary  Rose,  talk 
to  the  Principal,  Vicky  Butler.  I  have  supported 
that  school  all  these  years.  I’ve  also  taught  at 
City  College  and  I’m  teaching  at  USE  The 
young  people  of  San  Francisco  are  very 
important  to  me.  Drug  addiction  is  something 
that  I  am  extremely  extremely  concerned 
about.  It’s  something  that... _  I  want  to  work 
with  the  youth,  I  want  to  work  with  Coleman 
Advocates,  I  want  to  work  with  the  different 
youth  providers  in  this  city,  and  I  certainly 
want  to  work  with  Dr.  Ackerman  and  the 
school  board  to  see  that  the  kids  have  after 
school  programs,  to  see  that  the  kids  have 
athletic  programs  which  have  been  cut 
dramatically  in  recent  budget  cuts.  We  have  to 
really  make  a  serious  commitment  to  the  young 
people  of  this  state.  It  was  brought  up  in  one  of 
the  gubernatorial  debates,  about  the 
governor’s  giving  higher  salaries  to  prison 
guards  than  he  was  giving  to  school  teachers. 
We  have  to  reverse  that.  We  really  have  to 
reverse  that,  [applause] 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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The  New  Mission  News’  popular 

MISSION  CALENDAR 

will  resume  in  December  on  the  following  basis: 

Send  items  for  Mission  Calendar  by  e-mail  only,  and  please  format  as  follows: 
Write  “calendar”  on  the  subject  line.  Then,  in  the  body  of  the  message,  (no 
attachments,  please!)  list  the  following,  information,  separated  by  commas: 

1.  Event  day  and  date 

2.  One  or  two  CAPITALIZED  words  describing  the  broad  category  of  your  event 

3.  The  name(s)  of  the  performer(s) 

4.  Where  the  event  is  to  take  place 

5.  Showtime 

6.  Essential  other  info 

7.  The  cost  of  admission 

8.  Contact  number  or  email  for  further  information 

9.  (Optional)  A  sentence  or  two  about  your  event  may  now  be  included 

10.  Then  e-mail  to:  vmiller4@mindsDring.com 

Submit  one  such  entry  for  each  day  the  notice  should  appear. 

We  will  try,  but  cannot  promise,  to  post  everything  received. 
Submitting  your  item  in  this  format  will  help  a  great  deal. 

Items  for  the  next  issue  must  be  received  no  later  than  November  30. 
Remember  to  keep  it  simple  and  Mission-relevant! 

See  sample  below: 

From:  you@yourserver.com 
To:  vmiller4@mindspring.com 
Subject:  calendar 

Monday,  February  5,  LIVE  ROCK,  The  Beatles,  The  Rolling  Stones  and  Uie  Snot 
Puppies,  at  Bozo’s  Bar,  666  South  Van  Ness,  8  pm.  Over  21  only,  FREE.  415-555-1212 
or  www.eventsite.com 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  Two  things  come  to 
mind.  When  I  was  first  on  the  budget 
committee  when  I  joined  the  Board,  the  Board 
for  the  first  time  was  able  to  fund  the  Healthy 
Kids  Program,  trying  to  deal  with  the  inequity 
in  our  society  of  nine  thousand  low  and 
moderate  income  children  without  adequate 
health  care,  and  we  were  able  to  dedicate  four 
million  dollars  to  start  providing  health  care  at 
a  cost  of  four  dollars  a  month  to  those  children 
who  qualify.  We’ve  only  registered  about  three 
thousand  of  that  nine  thousand  population,  so 
there’s  much  work  that  needs  to  be  done.  I’ve 
also  worked  on  trying  to  reduce  the  Juvenile 
Hall  population.  I  think  if  we  incarcerate  kids 
we  socialize  them  into  accentine  incarceration, 
and  I  think  that  bodes  badly  for  their  adult 
lives.  The  Hall  population  has  been  declining 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  but  we  are  building 
a  very  large  facility,  a  hundred  and  fifty  bed 
facility:  I  think  we  should  be  committed  to  not 
filling  it.  To  Supervisor  Newsom  I  just  want  to 
say,  I  appreciate  your  acknowledgement  that 
there  are  less  and  less  children  in  the  city,  but  I 
really  think  we  have  to  step  back  and  say,  "To 
what  extent  has  government  favored  business 
in  developing  (  inaudible  )  instead  of 
residential  family  housing,  and  why  can’t  we 
get  support  for  minimum  wage?"  The  cost  of 
living  has  gone  so  high.. .$6. 75,  that’s  fourteen 
thousand  dollars  a  year:  surely  everybody  here 
tonight  can  support  raising  it.  [applause] 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  As  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  I  did  many  cutting-edge  pieces 
of  legislation  that  affected  the  youth  of  San 
Francisco,  that  then  were  adopted  in  other 
cities,  and  I  have  to  say  I  could  not  have  done 
it  without  the  different  groups  of  children  or 
youth  throughout  the  city  and  county  of  San 
Francisco,  and  without  Coleman  Advocates’ 
help.  I  tried  to  get  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
though  Tom  Aimniano  was  with  me,  but 
nobody  else  was,  the  Youth  Commission,  that 
today  has  a  huge  budget,  and  that  today 
addresses  all  of  the  issues  that  address  our 
youth,  especially  legislation  that  addresses 
them.  I  lost  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  I 
never  give  up... and  I  never  win  the  first  time, 
either.  I  never  give  up.  I  went  to  the  ballot  and 
won  with  73  per  cent  of  the  vote  to  create  the 
Youth  Commission.  After  that  I  created,  much 
to  the  chagrin  of  many  of  my  colleagues,  the 
Children’s  Budget.  Everybody  said,  "No  ,  no, 
you  can’t  set  aside  special  money  for  youth, 
you’ve  got  to  set  aside  for  this  group  and  that 
group."  I  said,  "No.  I  am  setting  this  aside  and 
if  you  guys  don’t  vote  for  it  I’m  going  to  go  to 
the  ballot,"  and  we  won  that  vote,  and  that  has 
been  essential  for  fimding  all  of  the  programs 
it  is  within  our  ability  to  fund,  whether  it’s  art 
...you’ve  got  to  give  children  the  art... let  me 
just  say  one  other  thing,  I  see  my  time  is  about 
up:  I  wrote  the  first  smoking  ban  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  it  was  a  group  of  young 
Latino  girls  who  helped  me  kill  Joe  Camel! 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  Just  one  comment:  in  the 
Mission  District  we  have  the  highest 
concentration  of  yoxmgsters  in  the  city,  so  this 
is  a  really  urgent  issue  here. 

Next  question,  please. 

PANELIST  :  As  you  saw  in  that  photo  in  the 
slide  show,  there  are  a  lot  of  day  laborers 
that  are  standing  over  on  Cesar  Chavez 
Street  in  an  effort  to  gain  employment  and 
support  their  families  and  themselves.  Do 
you  think  it  would  he  more  appropriate  for 
the  city  of  San  Francisco  to  set  up  a  hiring 
hall  and  if  so,  how  as  mayor  would  you 
support  this  effort? 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ribera? 

TONY  RIBERA:  Well,  when  we  kicked  off  our 
campaign — I’m  not  going  to  try  to  bum-rap 
other  candidates  up  here,  but  several  people 
told  me  that  the  opening  of  my  campaign  was  a 
lot  better  than  another  one  that  was  more 
costly,  and  the  pictures  in  the  paper  were  of 
one  of  the  other  candidates  up  on  the  stage 
with  very  many  wealthy  people... [laughter]  ... 
The  picture  of  Tony  Ribera  was  at  Mission  and 
Army,  shaking  hands  with  day  laborers.... and 
you  know,  my  dad  was  a  day  laborer  when  he 
came  here  fi-om  Puerto  Rico.  I  think  we  need 
to  reach  out  to  these  men,  many  of  whom  have 
families,  many  of  whom  work  long  and  hard 
hours  for  less  than  the  minimum  wage  because 
they  have  absolutely  no  protection  whatsoever. 
We  have  to  reach  out  to  them.  It’s  a  complex 
issue.  I  know  that  when  Jim  Gonzalez  was  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  he  tried  to  reach  out 
to  the  community  and  to  organized  labor  to  get 
something  for  the  day  laborers;  but  it’s  a 
complex  issue,  and  I’m  not  quite  sure  that  they 


fit  in  to  a  specific  slot  of  employment  as  we 
now  know  it.  But  I  certainly  would  reach  out  to 
them  and  do  everything  in  my  power  to  make 
their  lives  more  livable  and  to  treat  them  with 
more  dignity  than  they’re  receiving  now. 
[applause] 

PANELIST:  Then  you  think  a  hiring  hall  is  not 
a  good  idea? 

TONY  RIBERA:  I’m  not  sure.  I’m  not  sure, 
because  I  think  Jim  explored  that  idea  and 
there  were  problems  coimected  with  it,  you 
know.  I’m  not  sure  all  of  them  would  buy  into 
that.  I  think  whatever  we  do,  we  have  to 
include  them  in  the  process.  You  know,  one  of 
the  things  that  I’m  not  going  to  be  as  mayor  is 
Big  Brother  telling  you  what’s  best  for  you.  I 
want  to  hear  from  you  what’s  best  for  you. 

PANELIST:  Thank  you.  Mr.  Gonzalez? 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  Yes.  My  understanding  is 
that  there  is  a  building  that  has  been  identified 
and  a  lease  has  been  entered  into,  that  would 
be  between  Mission  and  South  Van  Ness.  The 
day  laborers  are  planning  to  move  in  in 
November.  There’s  going  to  be  use  of  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community  Development 
money  for  some  of  the  capital 
improvements... But  I  think  that  right  now 
we’ve  been  engaged  in  a  war  for  the  last  six, 
[to]  eight  months,  relating  to  who  should  get 
the  fimding  that  the  city  provides  to  run  the 
program.  And  I  think  that  it  is  very  unfortunate 
that  the  city  should  be  considering  the 
Volunteers  of  America  that  are  situated  and 
located  in  the  East  Bay,  and  I  think  that  the 
program  has  a  longstanding  relationship  with 
an  oiganization  that  has  advocated  very 
strongly  for  the  rights  of  immigrants,  and  is 
primarily  responsible  for  why  this  problem  is 
finally  getting  solved.  Personally,  I  would 
support  a  recommendation  that  is  on  the  table 
ri^t  now— Supervisor  Ammiano  has  brought  it 
forth-that  would  move  fimding  for  this 
program  to  the  Immigrant  Rights  Commission 
and  out  of  the  mayor’s  office  where  it  has  been 
very  politicized,  [applause] 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  When  I  first  entered  office 
in  1989  there  was  a  huge  bust  at  this  Club 
Elegante.  I  don’t  know  if  any  of  you  remember 
that,  but  it  was  huge,  and  the  FBI  went 
running  in  with  the  INS  and,  I  mean, 
everybody  was  arresting  everybody!  I  had  a 
hearing  after  that,  and  from  that  came  one  of 
the  strongest  sanctuary  laws  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  leave  people  alone  in  the 
City  of  San  Francisco  if  they  are  not  doing 
anything  illegal.  Having  said  that,  I  talk  to  day 
latoers  all  the  time,  and  of  course  I  would  be 
for  a  place  for  them  to  stand,  as  opposed  to 
standing  out  in  the  street,  if  that  is  what  they 
want.  But  their  issue  is  that  they’re  afraid. 
They  need  to  feed  their  families,  and  they’re 
afraid  to  be  in  one  place.  I’m  a  discrimination 


lawyer,  I  know  what  they’re  saymg.  ihey’re 
afraid  to  be  in  one  place- in  a  group  and,  as 
such,  be  treated  differently  because  of  the 
color  of  their  skin,  and  do  they  have  a  right  to 
be  afraid,  should  they  be  afraid?  You’re  damn 
right  they  should  be  afraid!  Having  said  that,  if 
they  would  want  it,  I  have  no  problem  with 
that,  but  I  can  tell  you  something:  the  concept, 
of  being  afraid  and  yet  having  to  go  out  and 
make  a  living  and  feed  your  family  and  feed 
your  kids,  and  on  top  of  it  not  knowing  if  your 
government  is  going  to  pick  you  up  for 
whatever  reason,  has  got  to  be  a  horrible  way 
to  live;  and  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco  we 
need  to  do  all  we  can  to  make  their  quality  of 
life  as  good  as  ours,  [applause] 

PANELIST:  So  was  that  a  yes  or  a  no? 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  That’s  a  yes,  if  they 
would  want  one.  As  I  understand  it.  Supervisor 
Ammiano  is  going  to  tell  you  all  about  it! 
[laughter] 

TOM  AMMIANO;  This  is  a  very  very  poignant 
issue  because  it  addresses  everything:  class, 
ethnicity,  sexism,  faith,  it’s  been  undermined 
and  rmdermined  and  undermined... The  good 
news  is  the  city  has  been  behind  this  program 
with  monetary  fimding  from  the  mayor’s  office 
and  the  Board  of  Supes.  So  that’s  the  good 
news.  However  it  does  get  personalized  and  it 
does  get  petty.  You  know,  when  you’re  mayor 
or  you’re  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  a  lot  of 
people  are  going  to  yell  at  you,  call  you  names; 
when  I  take  the  14  Mission  they  go,  "Hey,  why 
did  you  vote  for  that?"  But  you  have  to  be  able 
to  take  it.  You  have  to  be  able  to  think  what  is 
the  conunon  good?  The  common  good  is  the 
dignity  of  these  people,  and  right  now  the 
mayor’s  office  is  putting  all  kinds  of 
roadblocks  in  front  of  the  funding  because  he’s 
mad  at  someone  who  directs  the  program.  I 
say,  "Get  over  it,  pal;.  Be  an  openly  gay  comic 
in  1984  in  Surmyvale.  Get  over  it.  Yes  to  a 
hiring  hall!"  But  the  irony  is  that  every  time 
there’s  been  a  building  that  would  serve.. ..the 
[inaudible]  Building  on  Cesar  Chavez....Kelly- 
Moore....even  the  ESS  Building  that  used  to  be 
the  old  Sears.... a  certain  number  of  people  go, 
and  they  scare  the  bejesus  out  of  the  landlord, 
and  the  landlord  goes,  "Oh,  no.  I  don’t  want 
that  program."  So  we  need  an  independent- 
from-landlord  program.  We  need  the  city  to 
really  subsidize.  The  building  on  26th  Street 
that  Supervisor  Gonzalez  referred  to  is  fine  as 
a  temporary  measure,  but  we  need  more  and 
we  need  the  political  will  to  recognize  that  it’s 
not  only  hiring,  it’s  also  English,  it’s  also 
immigration  rights,  it’s  also  health  rights,  and 
it’s  also  a  criminal  justice  issue:  we  need  to 
work  better  with  the  pwlice  so  they  don’t 
persecute  the  wrong  people... 

MODERATOR:  Thank  you. 


TOM  AMMIANO:  ...and,  by  the  way, 
contractors  need  to  be  regulated  too,  because 
they’re  part  of  the  problem,  [applause] 

SUSAN  LEAL:  Ok,  I’m  really  going  to  mess 
you  up,  Anita:  I’m  just  going  to  go  very  quickly 
back  to  the  question  about  the  youth,  because 
one  thing  I  forgot  to  mention  is  when  Mayor 
Jordan  tried  to  cut  the  Mission  Branch  Library 
and  close  it  down  for  three  years,  I  said  "No 
way!"  and  we  kept  it  open  and  found  the 
temporary  quarters,  so  I  wanted  to  add  that  to 
my  resumé  about  youth  services  in  the 
Mission.  Day  laborers...  ,  Day  laborers:  I 
fought  for  money  for  the  day  laborers  when  I 
was  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  It’s  been  a 
tough  problem.  I  know  Renee  Saucedo’s  father. 
When  he  came  here  he  was  a  day  laborer,  in 
fact  he  was  friends  with  my  dad  who  was  a  day 
laborer.  And  it  is  racial  issues,  ethnic  issues, 
class  issues,  they’re  all  rolled  in  together. 
And,  you  know.... I  love  you,  Rene,  but  you  can 
make  some  people  crazy,  but  just  because 
someone  doesn’t  like  you,  or  maybe  has  gotten 
into  a  squabble  with  you,  that  does  not  mean  to 
punish  the  people  that  are  out  in  the  street. 
And  we  do  need  to  find  a  suitable  hiring  hall 
for  the  day  laborers.  We  need  to  find  a  place 
where  people  are  not  standing  out  in  the  hot 
sun  without  a  toilet.  We  need  a  suitable  hiring 
hall,  because  it’s  not  only  the  right  thing  for 
the  day  laborers,  but  also  a  place  that,  if  we 
don’t  provide  it,  and  I  say  this  to  the  mayor— 
if  we  don’t  provide  it,  then  the  neighbors,  who 
you  think  you’re  being  friendly  to,  will 
actually  be  more  angry  with  you.  So  we  need 
to  do,the  right  thing,  provide  that  for  the  day 
laborers,  and  for  the  neighbors,  [applause] 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  I  have  great  respect, 
extraordinary  respect  for  people,, .  [surly 
murmurs  from  the  audience]  ...and  I  have  great 
respect  for  dissention.  I  respect  people’s  right 
to  express  their  opinions,  and  God  bless  you 
for  expressing  it  each  time  I  stand  up. 
[Laughter,  some  applause]  I  have  enormous 
respect  for  anyone  that  gets  up  early  in  the 
morning  and  will  do  what  it  takes  to  get  ahead 
in  society  and  work  hard.  Extraordinary 
respect.  I  also  have  great  respect  for  the 
neighbors  that  are  frustrated.  You  know,  we’ve 
been  talking  about  this  for  a  decade.  I  thought 
district  elections  were  supposed  to  work  these 
problems  out.  We  keep  talking  about  this... 
talking  about  it.  The  issue  of  noise,  that’s  very 
real  for  the  neighbors,  issues  of  litter,  that’s 
very  real.  Loitering,  that’s  real.  There’s  some 
bad  apples;  not  everyone,  but,  like  politicians, 
they  don’t  necessarily  always  do  the  right 
thing.  Issues  of  urination:  those  are  real.  We 
need  to  recognize  that.  I  support  a  hiring  hall.  I 
support  a  dignified,  safe  space.  I  support  a 
space  that  has  parking;  I  think  that’s  critical.  I 
support  a  space  that  has  highly  trained  staff.  I 
support  a  space  that  provides  DSL  services.  I 
support  a  space  that  provides  health  care.  I 
support  a  space  that  is  holistic  and  culturally 
competent,  that  provides  the  kind  of  resources 
that  are  necessary  to  make  this  program  work, 
and  I’m  proud  to  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  that  has  fought  for  the  funding  with 
Supervisor  Ammiano  and  others.  I’m  not  shy 
about  fimding  it.  We  need  to  make  it  happen, 
[applause,  heckling] 

MODERATOR:  (Question  seven,  please.  ' 

PANELIST:  According  to  the  San  Francisco 
Convention  and  Visitor’s  Bureau,  San 
Francisco  had  more  than  fifteen  million 
visitors  last  year,  that  spent  6.5  hillion 
dollars  in  the  city.  Hotel  concierges  inform 
us  they  are  reluctant  to  send  guests  to  the 
Mission  District,  especially  on  public 
transportation,  given  its  tough  streets.  As 
mayor,  Mr.  Gonzalez,  how  would  you 
encourage  visitors  into  the  Mission  District? 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  First  of  all,  let  me  just 
say  I  think  the  downtown  hotels  were  not 
sending  visitors  to  the  Mission  back  when  it 
was  an  Irish  neighborhood,  they  were  not 
doing  it  when  it  was  a  Mexican  or  Central 
American  neighborhood,  and  I  think  they  are 
participating  in  an  anti-immigrant  sentiment 
when  they  say,  "Oh,  it’s  a  dangerous  place." 
The  easiest  thing  the  city  can  do,  obviously,  is 
try  to  incorporate  the  Mission  into  all  these 
public  brochures  they  put  out  there,  and  really 
try  to  promote  it.  I  think  by  showing  you  care 
about  the  neighborhood  in  (phrase  inaudible) 
improvements  you  can  accomplish  that.  Let  me 
just  say  that— the  Hotel  Council— I’m  in  a  fight 
with  them  right  now  because  I  think  they  do 
much  to  discourage  tourism  from  San 
Francisco  by  putting  ads  on  the  sides  of  buses 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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organization  after  the  economy  comes  back, 
attackmg  poor  people,  [cheers,  applause]  You  but  having  them  part  of  that  economic 
kiiow,  I  want  to  have  a  collaborative  development.  And  in  the  Mission  our  arts 
relationship  with  the  busmess  community,  but  organizations  are  key,  we  need  to  support 
1  don  t  think  It  s  appropriate  that  they  drive  the  them,  we  need  to  promote  them  we  need  to 
discussion  at  all  times,  because  I  don't  think  keep  them  alive.  Thank  you.  [applause] 
that  their  interests  are  always  the  interests  of 

the  city  at  large.  They  certainly  [inaudible)  the  qaVIN  NEWSOM:  This  is  a  special  place  It’s 
sides  of  public  buses  to  try  to  promote  our  been  a  special  place  for  as  long  as  San 
neighborhoods  rather  than  promote  this  kind  of  Francisco  has  been  around.  My  great-great 
false  logic  about  how  givmg  money  to  a  grandfather  came  from  freland,  came  right 
panhandler  is  only  about  sexually  transmitted  here  in  the  Mission.  My  mother  in  law  came 
diseases,  [applause]  here  from  Puerto  Rico,  ri^t  here  in  the 

Mission;  my  father  in  law  lives  around  the 
ANGELA  ALIOTO:  It’s  extremely  important  comer  on  Guerrero  Street.  This  is  a  special 
for  all  parts  of  this  city  to  get  along.  When  the  pj^ce,  I  gotta  say.  I  want  to  just  acknowledge 
hotel  mdustry  came  out  with  those  ads,  I  was  the  good  work  of  your  merchants’  organization 
the  first  b  slam  them,  but  it  is  extremely  promoting  the  Mission.  You  can  pick  up 
important  that  the  hotel  mdustry  and  the  these  national  publications  and 
^ssion  Distnct— and  by  the  way,  the  inner  disproportionately  we’re  seeing  the  Mission 
^ssion  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  has  been  ^ell  represented.  There  is  so  much  good  so 
T  for  over  a  hundred  years,  let  me  just  n^^ch  that  is  right  here.  It’s  not  just  the  Hotel 
say  that  Its  the  outer  Mission  that  was  Irish  council;,  it’s  the  Convention  and  Visitor’s 

and  Italian - the  inner  Mission  has  been  Bureau.  Their  obligation  to  work  with  Council 

Latmo  for  a  very  very  long  time.  And  having  district  merchants,  to  work  with  Small 
said  that,  there  is  such  a  joie  de  vivre  in  this  Business  Network,  to  do  their  best  to  raise 
area,  the  murals,  the  life,  the  activity,  tourists  awareness  and  remind  people  what  a  special 
love  to  come  to  this  area.  The  problem  is  place  the  Mission  District  is.  But  we  also 
we  ve  got  people  in  chaige  of  the  Visitors  and  have  to  recognize  that  in  order  to  maintain  the 
Convention  Bureau  that  are  so  afraid  of  their  stature  of  the  Mission  District,  we’ve  got  a  lot 
own  shadow,  so  of  course  they’re  not  going  to  of  work  to  do  down  at  City  Hall.  Not  least  of 
^  people  to  different  parts  of  this  town,  which  to  preserve  those  minority,  women- 
There  s  a  bottom  line  with  a  lot  that  goes  on  in  owned  businesses  that  are  still  here,  that  are 
our  city,  and  that  bottom  line  is  that  we  need  to  suffering,  and  to  do  everything  we  can  for  local 
get  m  there  and  get  rid  of  the  people  that  don’t  business  enterprises.  And  I  hope  you’ll  take  a 
understand  the  spirit  of  San  Francisco,  and  put  look  objectively,  take  a  look  at  the  one 
people  in  positions  of  power  and  authority  that  candidate  with  a  specific  plan  targeting  local 
un  erstand  it,  understand  how  to  hqjp  this  business  enterprises,  minority  women  and 
neighborhood,  understand  that  you  need  cops 
on  the  street,  you  need  to  clean  the  streets,  you 
need  to  have  affordable  housing  so  people 
don’t  leave,  and  you  need  to  promote  it  just  as 
you  would  promote  North  Beach,  Fisherman’s 
Wharf,  the  Marina,  or  any  other  part  of  this 
great  city,  [applause] 


MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ammiano. 

TOM  AMMIANO:  You  know,  any  tourism  that 
comes,  as  I  mentioned  before,  has  jo  be  done 
in  concert  with  ‘we  who  live  here,’  because 
you  don’t  want  people  coming  and  gawking 
and  making  fun;  and  I  find  that  the  Hotel 
Council  and  the  class  of  people  that  they  serve 
is  rather  an  elitist  enclave,  totally  ignoring 
people  who  speak  Spanish,  from  other 
countries,  totally  ignoring  people  who  may  not 
have  the  money  to  stay  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  but 
certainly  are  on  a  budget  and  want  to  enjoy  the 
riches  of  this  community.  And  I  think  how  to 
promote  that,  is  setting  up  alternatives  to  the 
Hotel  Council;  they’re  not  the  only  game  in 
town,  boys  and  girls;  you  know,  we’re  smart 
enough  to  do  that  here,  setting  our  own 
standards.  A  lot  of  Mission  District’s  cachet, 
so  to  speak,  is  already  known  around  the 
world,  is  already  known  on  the  East  Coast.  A 
lot  of  concierges,'  they’re  not  going  to  refer 
here,  because  the  people  who  gave  them  a 
little  under  the  table  are  going  to  say,  "Come 
to  my  so-and-so  boutique."  So,  if  we  need  to 
educate  the  concierge,  fine.  If  we  need  to  bring 
tour  guides  here,  fine.  There’s  no  lack  of  travel 
agencies  and  tour  guides  here  in  the  Mission 
itself,  and  we  need  to  empower  them  through 
economic  incentives  so  that  they  will  attract 
people  who  feel  totally  safe  here,  who 
understand  what  it  means  to  speak  Spanish, 
who  like  pupusas,  who^.like  tacos,  and  don’t 
feel  that  it’s  something  from  Disneyland.  But 
we  don’t  mind  the  economic  boost.  Thank  you. 
[applause] 

SUSAN  LEAL:  I  think  the  important  thing  is 
letting  people  know  the  wonderful,  creative 
happenings  that  are  going  on  in  the  Mission 
Distnct.  One  of  the  things  that  I’ve  done  over 
the  past  several  months  is  meet  with  a  number 
of  the  non-profits,  particularly  arts  non-profits, 
and  there  are  so  many  great  programs: 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  Theater  Rhinoceros, 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center  had  one  of  the 
best  art  exhibits  I  have  ever  seen  in  my  life, 
just  in  the  past  few  months,  and  we  need  to  let 
people  know  about  it.  They  need  the  support  of 
pieople  who  come  into  the  city.  They  need  to 
support  all  of  San  Francisco.  As  the  next 
mayor  of  the  city,  either  the  Hotel  Council  is 
going  to  get  on  board,  or  they  ought  to  get  out 
of  the  way,  because  we  need  to  market  and 
promote  so  our  arts  organizations  are  kept 
healthy,  vibrant,  and  one  of  the  things,  after  we 
met  with  a  number  of  these  non-profits,  I  put 
together  a  policy  paper  that  talks  about  cultural 
zones,  particularly  cultural  zones  in  the 
Mission,  where  our  arts  oiganizations  need  to 
be  promoted.  ■  And  having,  as  part  of  our 
economic  development,  not  the  arts 


women  business  enterprises.  I  want  to  double 
the  discount  rates  jrom  five  percent  to  ten 
percent  for  contracts  under  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  I  want  to  do  my  best  to  promote 
women  and  minority  and  local  business 
enterprises.  We  put  a  plan  together  and  we 
are  going  to  effectuate  that  plan  and  we  are 
going  to  raise  awareness  about  the 
extraordinary  diversity  that  our  neighborhood 
commercial  corridors  provide  for  visitors 
across  this  city  and  around  the  country, 
[applause] 

TONY  RIBERA:  You  know,  I  think  the 
attitude  of  the  hotels  is  consistent  with  the 
city’s  overall  policy  of  neglecting  the  Mission 
District.  I  want  to  work  with  the  Mission 
Merchants,,  with  the  Hispanic  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  with  neighborhood  groups,  to 
revitalize  this  community.  I  think  we  have  to 
look  at  the  crime  problem,  the  seriousness  of 
the  crime  problems.  I  am  the  one  candidate 
who  can  control  crime,  and  I  have  done  it.  The 
homeless  policy... you  know  the  homeless 
policy  for  throwing  two  hundred  million 
dollars  a  year  at  it,  and  it  increases  every  year. 

I  know  how  to  set  clear  goals  and  to  hold 
people  accountable.  The  dirty  streets... Our 
director  of  Public  Works  needs  to  be  fired  the 
first  day!  [applause]  . .  .and  you  know,  sending 
a  message.  I’ll  tell  you  this,  I  will  make  you  a 
promise  here  tonight  that  I  will  never  eat  at  Le 
Central,  and  every  Friday  I  will  eat  at  La 
Rondalla!  [applause,  laughter] 

PANELIST:  Okay,  I  have  a  three  part  question. 
As  mayor  of  San  Francisco,  you  will  have  the 
prerogative  to  make  key  persoimel 
appointments  to  the  city  administration  as 
well  as  to  commissions  Md  agencies.  What 
selection  criteria  will  you  employ  in  A)  the 
hiring  of  your  Police  and  Fire  Chiefs;  B)  the 
Director  of  Planning  and  Planning 
Commissioner,  and  C)  what  community-based 
oiganizations  will  you  consult  in  making  your 
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decision  ,  if  any  ?  Can  we  start  with  you. 
Supervisor  Newsom? 

GAVIN  NEWSOM:  I’ve  said  this  publicly  and 
I’ll  repeat  it  here  tonight:  I  thirik  the  next 
Police  Chief  in  particular  needs  to  be 
committed  to  fundamental  change  in  this 
Department,  particularly  as  it  relates  to  the 
lack  of  technology  that  exists  in  this 
Department.  You  know,  we’re  one  of  the  few 
departments  in  the  United  States  that  doesn’t 
have  crime-mapping  technology.  This  is  a  big 
deal  in  the  Mission,  it’s  a  big  deal  in  the 
Western  Addition,  a  big  deal  in  Bayview- 
Hunter’s  Point.  Crime  hasn’t  dropped  48%  as 
I’m  hearing  other  folks  said,  in  these 
communities.  We  need  to  adopt  proven 
strategies  and  we  need  a  Police  Chief  that  will 
organize  those  strategies  around  a  completely 
new  philosophy  of  community  jxilicing,  and 
that’s  following  a  successful  model  that  we’ve 
seen  across  this  country  called  COMSTAT.  I 
wiU  hold  the  next  candidate  for  that  office 
directly  accountable  on  the  basis  of  those 
principles  of  implementing  those  new  reforms. 
Accordingly  I  feel  very  strongly  that  we  need 
to  find  a  Fire  Chief  from  the  Department, 
within  the  Department,  we’ve  got  so  many 
good  people,  bright  people  in  this  Department: 
it’s  one  of  the  outstanding  organizations  in  this 
city  and  I’m  proud  to  have  their  endorsement. 
Local  798,  and  we’ll  continue  to  fight  to 
maintain  our  stature  as  one  of  the  finest 
departments,  fire  departments,  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Accordingly  I  think  we 
need  to  appoint  a  Planning  Commissioner 
that’s  committed  to  the  Better  Neighborhoods 
Planning  process.  That  will  be  the  criterion. 
My  time  is  limited:  on  appointing  these  key 
department  heads  and  directors,  independence, 
integrity,  sense  of  purpose  and  contribution 
above  all  else,  [applause] 

TONY  RIBERA:  I  served  under  two  outside 
Chiefs  of  Police  during  my  tenure  in  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department,  and  they  were 
clearly  the  darkest  days  in  the  Department. 
We  have  2300  ofiicers  in  the  Department,  and 
there’s  a  great  deal  of  talent  there.  As  I 
mentioned  earlier.  Captain  Corrales,  Captain 
Tacchini  at  Tenderloin  Station,  Mickey  Pengel 
out  at  the  airport.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
talent  in  this  Department,  and  I  would  work 
with  community  leaders  to  make  sure  that  we 


tap  into  that  talent  and  get  the  best  possible 
Chief  Same  with  the  Fire  Department:  Ray 
Balgiorini,  Joe  Asaro,  Freddy  Sanchez,  these 
are  quality  leaders  who’ve  worked  their  way 
up  through  the  ranks,  who’ve  proven  over  and 
over  again  that  they’re  capable  of  doing  an 
outstanding  job.  In  Planning:  you  know,  one  of 
the  things,  again,  I  don’t  want  to  isolate  myself 
from  the  Board  of  Supervisors:  they  do  have 
three  appointments  to  the  Planning 
Commission  and  I  want  to  work  closely  with 
them  to  share  the  vision  of  a  San  Francisco 
where  we’re  protecting  neighborhoods,  and 
that  would  be  the  clear  priority  there.  Working 
with  community  groups,  it  just  makes  logical 
sense  no  matter  who  you  are  or  what  your 
political  leanings  are,  to  get  the  people  to 
make  contributions  to  the  leadership  of  the 
city.  And  you  know,  government  can’t  do  it  all. 
I’m  going  to  reach  out  to  every  community 
and,  most  particularly,  the  Mission  District. 
Thank  you.  [applause] 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  Yes,  obviously  you  want 
to  make  appointments  based  on  qualifications, 
and  I  think  that  it’s  a  mistake  when  the  mayor 
or  the  president  of  the  Board  tries  to  make  one 
based  solely  on  who  they  personally  know, 
who  is  on  their  donor  list,  things  like  that.  You 
need  to  [inaudible]  into  the  place  you’re  trying 
to  get  input  from,  stakeholders  that  know  more 
about  the  subject  than  you  do,  talking  to 
department  members,  employees  who  can  tell 
you  something  about  the  culture  inside  the 
department.  And  I  agree  with  Supervisor 
Newsom  that  I’d  be  disinclined  to  bring 
outsiders  into  the  Department.  I‘d  favor 
reformers  within  the  department  that 
understand  the  culture,  that  are  committed  to 
making  change  there.  I  will  also  say  that,  to 
really  change  a  department  like  the  Police 
Department  we’re  going  to  have  to  do 
something  really  drastic  to  make  it  happen.  I 
supported  Supervisor  Daly’s  effort  to  try  to 
merge  the  Sheriff  with  the  Police  Department 
and  I’ll  tell  you  why:  the  SherifTs  Department 
has  a  much  better  reputation;  it  still  has  work 
to  be  done  but  it’s  a  better  organization  eis  it 
relates  to  representation  by  minorities,  women, 
gays/lesbians,  they  have  much  better  tolerance 
training,  and  I  think  a  major  infusion  into  the 
Police  Department  of  about  thirty  percent  of 
their  members  would  really  create  a  different 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Department,  and  I  think  we  should  continue  to 
look  at  that.  And  of  course,  it  would  save  a  lot 
of  money. 


MODERATOR:  Thank 
Alioto. 


you.  [applause]:  Ms. 


ANGELA  ALIOTO:  You  know,  I  just  have  to 
comment  for  a  second  on  what  Mr.  Newsom 
said  about  MWOBE.  [Minority  &  Women 
Owned  Business  Enterprises]  Would 
somebody  please  ask  him  why  doesn’t  he  do  it 
now?  He  doesn’t  have  to  be  mayor!  [wild 
applause]  It  is  so  finsfrating,  as  a  trial 
lawyer,  to  get  so  many  desperate  calls  from 
city  employees  about  the  fact  that,  as 
minorities,  they  caimot  get  into  positions 
they’re  supposed  to  be  in.  So,  as  a 
consequence,  I  am  going  to  hire  a  Chief  of 
Police  that  is  a  minority.  Now  I’ve  said,  a 
woman:  I  got  all  sorts  of  heat,  no  pun  intended, 
for  saying  that  my  Chief  of  Police  is  going  to 
be  a  woman.  I  know  what’s  wrong  with  saying 
that  she’s  going  to  be  a  woman,  so  don’t  say 
that  she’s  going  to  be  a  woman, 
...[laughter]...  a  San  Franciscan,  someone 
who’s  come  up  through  the  ranks,  someone 
who’s  worked  very  hard,  and  someone  who 
understands  the  EEOC  guidelines  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  is  a  disciplinarian  who  is 
going  to  clean  that  Department  out!  The  Fire 
Department,  I’m  not  going  to  put  any  labels  on 
it  as  woman,  minority,  anything  else.  I  am 
going  to  put  in  highly  qualified  people  as  my 
chiefs  and  as  my  department  heads.  And  the 
present  status  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco  is  a  travesty! 
None  of  them  know,  or  very  few  of  them  know, 
about  the  mission  or  the  goal  of  the 
Commission  they’re  sitting  on.  I  argued  in 
front  of  the  Human  Rights  Commission,  and 
the  president  of  the  Commission  at  that  time 
was  Saliba,  Human  Rights  Commissioner 
Saliba,  contracts  at  the  airport,  I  gave  up....  I 
said,  "You’re  kidding  me.  You’re  Mrs. 
Saliba?"  The  Human  Rights  Commission  is 
going  to  understand  what  ‘human  rights’ 
means.  The  Planning  Commission  will 
understand  what  ‘planning’  means,  DPW  and 
down  the  line,  we’re  going  to  have  experts 
who  understand  what  you,  the  citizens,  want 
them  to  do,  not  what  me,  as  a  mayor  [want 
them  to  do],  [applause] 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ammiano.. 

TOM  AMMIANO:  Thank  you.  Stop  the 
patronage  and  stop  the  fraud;  everybody  knows 
the  basic  tenets,  hopefully,  that  we  all  share. 
You  know,  one  of  the  signatures  of  the  new 
mayor  is  going  to  be  how  he  or  she  is  ready  to 
make  that  transition,  and  I  have  asked  some 
interns  from  (?)  Institute  to  come  up  with  a 
transition  plan,  because  as  soon  as  you’re 
elected  you’re  going  to  have  to  land  on  your 
feet.  You  want  it  to  be  as  smooth  and  as 
efficient  as  possible.  When  we  reformed  the 
Planning  Commission  and  when  we  reformed 
the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals  so  that  there  was 
shared  appointment  power,  we  went  to  the 
community,  we  asked  a  search  committee  who 
then  recommended  to  us  who  they  thought 
would  be  the  best,  ,and  certainly  I  would 


continue  that.  Actually,  they  did  recorrunend 
Doug  Shoemaker,  Mission  Activist,  for  the 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals,  [applause]  It’s  not  a 
bad  thing.  So  the  Commissioners  themselves 
have  to  be  professional,  have  to  know  about 
who  and  what  is  happening  in  San  Francisco  in 
terms  of  their  field:  they  do  the  search 
committee,  and  they  check  with  any  number  of 
community  organizations.  Here  in  the  Mission, 
of  course,  there’s  MEDA  and  MAC  and 
PODER  and  Northwest  Bernal  Block,  there’s  a 
million,  but  you  have  who  you  really  know  has 
their  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  district 
recommend  to  the  Board  and  to  the  mayor  who 
they  might  like.  In  terms  of  the  Police 
Commission,  we  need  reform,  reform,  reform. 
In  November  you  will  have  a  chance  to  vote  for 
Prop  H,  which  increases  the  number  of  Police 
Commissioners  from  five  to  seven:  we  need 
that  for  diversity,  we  need  that  for  point  of 
view,  and  it  also  allows  the  head  of  the 
Citizen’s  Complaints,  not  just  the  Chief  of 
Police,  to  bring  charges  to  the  Police 
Coirunission.  I  heard  you!  For  accountability’s 
sake,  for  diversity,  and  for  accessibility,  I  urge 
you  to  support  Prop  H  because  it’s  a  very 
important  Commission  that’s  been  gridlocked. 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  Ms.  Leal. 

SUSAN  LEAL:  We  have  to  have  department 
heads,  starting  with  the  Police  Chief  and  the 
Fire  Chief,  that  are  qualified  to  manage,  and 
professionals.  That  should  be  the  primary 
criteria.  And  in  terms  of  the  Departments,  yes 
I  want  someone  coming  up  through  the  ranks; 
but  these  are  both  significant  departments,  and 
San  Francisco  is  a  significant  city.  We  need  to 
do  a  national  search,  because  I  would  think 
that  anybody,  even  somebody  who  came  up 
through  the  ranks,  would  want  to  make  sure 
that  they  were  as  good  as  this  nation  could 
provide.  I  know  that  saying  those  words.  I’m 
sure  that  lost  me  the  Police  Officer’s  Union, 
and  the  fact  that  I  have  said  from  day  one  that 
Fagan  should  not  be  appointed  Chief.  With  all 
due  respect.  Supervisor  Newsom,  when  you 
were  asked  that  question  you  said  you  didn’t 
want  to  second-guess  the  mayor,  but  a  lot  of  us 
knew  that  the  record  he  had,  and  the  cloud 
over  him,  he  was  not  appropriate  to  be  Chief, 
and  you’ve  got  to  prepared  to  state  that,  those 
tough  decisions.  About  the  Planning 
Commissioners,  yes,  we  need  to  work  with  the 
Board.  The  next  mayor  of  the  city  needs  to  be 
able  to  work  with  a  majority  of  the  Board.  We 
should  be  putting  forward  commissioners  that 
are  not  going  to  cause  a  war,  and  a  gridlock 
between  the  Board  and  the  mayor.  We  need  to 
do  that.  And  in  terms  of  community 
involvement,  yes  I  would  check  in  with  good 
people  like  Doug  Shoemaker,  like  Dennis 
Antenorre,  like  Bruce  Boimeker,  these  are 
people  who  are  very  much  involved  in  the 
planning  process.  I  would  check  in  with  them 
on  some  of  their  ideas.  And  I  have,  actually, 
over  the  past  several  months.  Thank  you. 
[applause] 

MODERATOR:  I  get  the  last  question,  and  I 
would  say  that  we  are  going  to  answer  yes  or 
no...  [applause]  ..so  here  goes:  If  you  were 
elected  mayor,  would  you  commit  one  to 
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two  hours  of  your  calendar  every  month  for 
reviewing  with  leaders  from  the  Mission, 
your  progress  in  improving  the  Mission 
District?  Yes  or  no?  We’re  peeking  into 
the  future  now.  I  would  like  to  start  with  Mr. 
Ammiano. 


TOM  AMMIANO:  I  spend  two  hours  on  the 
49  riding  from  where  I  live  to  the  Civic  Center 
sometimes,  so  that’s  a  yes. 

MODERATOR:  Ms.  Leal. 

SUSAL  LEAL:  Absolutely.  It’s  about  time. 

MODERATOR:  Mr.,  Newsom. 

GAVIN  NEWSOM;  Absolutely. 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Ribera. 

TONY  RIBERA:  Not  only  would  I  commit  to 
the  two  hours,  but  I  won’t  charge  you  for  the 
time  at  La  Rondalla. 

MODERATOR:  Mr.  Gonzalez. 

MATT  GONZALEZ:  My  answer  would  be  yes; 
I  think  it’s  too  short  of  a  time. 

MODERATOR:  Ms.  Alioto. 

ANGELA  ALIOTO:  Yes. 


MODERATOR:  All  right,  we  have  a 
unanimous  here,  folks!  [Applause,  as  the 
moderator  thanks  the  guests,  panelists,  and 
audience  and  ends  the  meeting. 
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ly or  for  All  San  Francisco 
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I’m  concerned  about  . . . 


Property  Taxes  and  Budget  Priorities 


Are  your  tax  dollars  working  for  your  neighborhood?  Getting  your  fair 
share?  ■  Good  schools,  safe  streets,  clean  sidewalks,  reliable  transit,  good 
libraries  and  parks?  1  get  so  many  calls  from  your  neighbors  complaining 
about  crime,  high  rents,  traffic  congestion,  and  dirty  streets.  I  am  angry 
that  Muni  fares  and  parking  ticket  fines  were  recently  increased  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  without  measuring  the  impacts  on  people  who  can 
least  afford  it. 

With  a  $5  billion  dollar  budget,  I  think  San  Francisco  can  do  better,  and 
not  by  raising  your  property  taxes.  Muni  fares,  or  user  fees.  I  think  we 
have  too  many  city  bureaucrats  making  over  $100,000  a  year,  (cbse  to 
3,000) .  I  think  there  are  too  many  sweetheart  multi-million  dollar  patronage 
contracts.  1  think  City  Hall  is  for  the  people’s  business,  not  parties,  and 
by  moving  city  government  back  into  City  Hall  we  can  save  millions  in 
office  leases.  I  will  get  rid  of  costly  empbyment  perks,  like  the  hundreds 
of  City  cars  issued  for  personal  (non-city  business)  use  as  well  as  costly 
rebted  parking  expenses. 

1  will  use  these  cost  savings  to  give  the  Mission  District  the  services  it  pays 
for  and  deserves. 

Preserve  Our  Neighborhoods 

Your  neighborhoods  and  business  districts  of  the  Mission  will  be  changed 
forever  if  City  Planning  is  successful  in  gaining  approval  of  its  draft  Housing 
Ebment,  the  city's  master  pbnning  document  for  housing.  T/ie  Housing 
Element  proposes  to  : 

•  Build  high  density  housing  in  neighborhoods  served  by  transit 

•  Eliminate  or  reduce  parking  space  requirements  for  new  housing 

•  Albw  secondary  “in-bw"  units  to  be  built  in  garages  and  basements 

1  oppose  this  pbn  for  our  Mission  District  neighborhoods,  and  every 
established  San  Francisco  residential  neighborhood.  People  already  complain 
to  me  about  the  bck  of  parking,  which  is  not  only  time-consuming  for 
residents  but  truly  hurts  our  district  merchants,  and  now  the  city  wants  to 
make  it  worse  without  transit  improvements  to  compensate. 

Join  me  in  opposing  the  Housing  Element.  San  Francisco  needs  more  new 
housing,  particubrly  for  working  families,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  destroy 
our  neighborhoods  to  do  it.  My  housing  pbn  is  posted  on  my  website: 
Angeb4Mayor.  com . 

All  My  Best, 

^ ^ 


Angela  Alioto  is  a  candidate  for  Mayor  of  San  Francisco.  She 
has  the  experience  and  qualifications  for  the  job,  serving  eight 
years  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  two  years  as  President. 

For  the  past  six  years,  Angela  has  worked  outside  of  government 
as  a  successful  civil  rights  trial  attorney,  winning  landmark 
discrimination  cases  against  large  corporations  on  behalf  of 
individuals  who  have  been  wronged  due  to  illness  or  racial 
prejudice.  Angela  is  a  small  business  person,  managing  her 
own  law  firm  in  North  Beach  employing  12  people. uT-, 

*  •  ■1:{r  • 

Angela  was  born  and  raised  in  San  Francisco  and  Ha&ytyegin ere^ 
all  of  hér  life.  Her  father  was  Mayor  JosephXv.<^nò^^^Ff^n^-^^ 
mother  of  four  children,  and  the  gràndmotljiiMlw^^Wknc^^^ 
first-hand  what 


is  important  td^^San  &'ahpfs^|am!n^.^S#|lill^H 
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NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  MEETING 
On  the  Preparation  of  a 
Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report 

You  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  public  meeting  to  provide 
input  regarding  the  development  and  "scoping"  of  the  upcoming 
Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  related  to  City  College  of 
San  Francisco's  new  Master  Plan.  The  Notice  of  Preparation  x)f  the  EIR, 
along  with  a  description  of  the  Master  Plan,  and  a  list  of  the  potential 
environmental  effects,  can  be  obtained  NOW. 

You  can  review  the  documents  at: 

•  Office  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Administration, 

33  Gough  Street,  San  Francisco 

•  Louise  and  Claude  Rosenberg,  Jr.,  Library  on  the 
Ocean  Avenue  Campus,  50  Phelan  Avenue’ 

•  Deans'  Offices  at  nine  other  neighborhood  campuses  and 
the  CCSF  campus  libraries 

•  online  on  the  City  College's  web  site  at  www.ccsf.edu 

•  Government  Information  Center,  Fifth  Floor  of  the  main 
San  Francisco  Public  Library 

•  28  neighborhood  San  Francisco  Public  Library  branches. 

Your  input  to  City  College  is  very  important. 

When:  Wednesday,  November  19th,  2003 

from  5  to  6:30  p.rn. 

Where:  Pierre  Coste  Dining  Room 

City  College  of  San  Francisco 

50  Phelan  Avenue  at  Ocean  Avenue,  San  Francisco 

Contact:  Peter  Goldstein,  CCSF  Vice  Chancellor 
of  Administration 

33  Gough  Street,  San  Francisco 
Phone:415-241-2229 
email:  pgoldste@ccsf.edu 

Please  submit  your  written  comments  by  5  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
November  20th  to;  the  Office  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Administration, 
33  Gough  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 


The  War  on  The  War  on  Drugs 

Penalties  against 
possession  of  a 
drug  should  not 
be  more  damaging 
to  an  individual 
than  the  use  of 
the  drug  itself. 


October  /  november  2003 

NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

3288  21’*  Street  #202  S.F.  CA  94110 
Voice  &  Fax:  (415)  695-2838 
E-mail:  vmiller4@mindsprine.com 
Website:  www.sfmission.com 
To  Place  an  Ad:  (415)  285-4449 

CONTRIBUTING  JOURNALISTS: 

Library  Lady,  Sonny  Smith, 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  CM  Collins, 
Richard  Pitt,  PW  Claudius, 
Keith  Knight,  Alfonso  Texidor, 
Michael  Roman,  Rolondo  Carrillo, 
Jack  Hirschman,  Barbara  Matera 
AND  ALL  THE  PARTICIPATING 
Victoria  Theater  2003  Mayoral  Forum 
Hosts,  Candidates  and  Panel  Members 


In  our  next  issue: 

MEDICINAL 

MARIJUANA 

Nationwide  conferences  and 
policy  forums,  recent  court 
decisions  that  support 
compassionate  use  and  a 
close  look  at  some  of  the 
players  with  a  stake  in  the 
pro-legalization  movement, 
investigated  by  our  new 
War-on-Drugs  correspondent 


October/November  2003 
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Join  the  EXCESS 
Stock  Exchange 


Library 

Lady 


Mission  Bpaoeli 


The  New  Millenium 


With  a  click  of  the  mouse,  you  con  give  excess 
or  unwanted  supplies  and  equipment  to 
nonprofits,  schools  or  businesses  that  need  it. 

www.excessaccess.com 

www.calmax.org/baymax 

Help  keep  valuable  stuff  out  of  the  landfill. 


SF  Environment 

Our  home.  Our  city.  Our  planet. 
SF  Envlronmentconi  •  415.355.3700 


For  more  informotion  obout  FREE  hozordous  waste  disposal, 
log  on  to  $fenvtronment.<om  or  coll  os  at  4IS.35S.3700. 


Think  we  collected 
6,000  mercury  thermometers 
for  our  health? 


Certainly. 


SF  Environment  makes  it  easy  to  recycle  old  mercury-containing  fever 
thermometers.  Which  means  less  toxic  mercury  in  our  food  and  water.  It's  all  part 
of  our  effort  to  make  the  city  we  call  home  a  healthier  place  to  live.  And  that 
-  should  make  everyone  feel  better. 


Tok.  your  marcury-ciMilaining  fover  thermometers  to  ime  of  the  following  sites  and  receive 
a  FREE  digital  thermometer  in  exchange: 

UCSF's  Millberry  Union  Bookstore 
500  Parnassus  Avenue 
HOURS:  AAxi-Fri  Bom-ópm  &  Sot  10am-5pm 

Department  of  the  Environment/ 

Eco  Center 
1 1  Grove  Street 
HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm 

S _ ^ _ 


Sanitary  Fill  Compony/Housefiold  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Facility 
Take  the  3-Com  Park  exit  off  Southbound 
Highway  1 01  ond  follow  the  signs  to  the  facility 
HOURS:  Thurs,  Fri,  Sal  8am-4pm 

SF  Environment 

Our  hMiMa  Our  di)ib  Our  plaiat. 

(415)  355*3700  SFInvironm«nt.com 


The  San  Francisco  Public  Library 
started  using  a  new  Integrated  Library 
System  called  Milletmium  at  the  end  of 
August.  Produced  by  Innovative 
Interfaces  Inc.  of  Emeryville,  this  system 
provides  the  library  a  coordinated 
program  for  buying  books,  cataloging 
them,  and  looking  them  up.  The  only  part 
most  people  use  is  this  last  part — looking 
things  up.  Millennium  provides  some 
major  benefits  for  the  user.  For  one  thing, 
it  works,  unlike  our  previous  online 
catalog  which  was  dying  a  slow  death. 
You  can  search  books  by  the  author,  title, 
subject,  ISBN,  and  numerous  other  ways. 
New  books  will  have  a  picture  of  the 
cover.  If  you  click  on  tlie  big  “i”  on  our 
catalog  screen  you’ll  get  more 
information  about  the  book.  For  FAST 
FOOD  NATION,  tliis  includes  the  Table 
of  Contents,  Introduction,  Summary,  and 
3  book  reviews. 

From  tlie  library  catalogs  or  from  an 
offsite  computer  you  can  access  your 
library  record.  This  allows  you  to  see 
what  items  you  have  checked  out  and  to 
renew  them.  It  allows  you  to  see  what  you 
have  on  hold  and  what  number  you  are  on 
tlie  hold  list.  You  can  also  change  your 
PIN  number  (which  you  need  to  access 
your  record)  and  your  email  address. 
Having  an  email  address  attached  to  your 
card  allows  you  to  get  almost  immediate 
notification  when  your  reserved  book 
arrives  at  a  branch,  instead  of  waiting  for 
a  letter.  It  saves  paper,  also.  Check  us  out 
at  www.sfpl.org. 

For  those  of  us  still  in  shock  over  the 
results  of  October’s  election,  here  are 
some  new  books  dealing  with  the  current 
national  political  situation.  Ted  Nace’s 
GANGS  OF  AMERICA:  THE  RISE  OF 


CORPORATE  POWER  AND  THE 
DISABLING  OF  DEMOCRACY 
describes  how  corporations  have  been 
granted  more  rights  than  people.  Nal 
Hentoff  is  back  with  a  new  book,  THE 
WAR  ON  THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS  AND 
THE  GATHERING  RESISTANCE, 
which  catalogs  attacks  on  America’s 
basic  freedoms.  Christian  Parenti ’s  THE 
SOFT  CAGE:  SURVEILLANCE  IN 
AMERICA  FROM  SLAVE  PASSES  TO 
THE  WAR  ON  TERROR  chronicles 
governmental  spying  throughout 
American  history.  A  more  humorous  but 
no  less  critical  assessment  is  Jim 
Hightower’s  THIEVES  IN  HIGH 
PLACES:  THEY’VE  STOLEN  OUR 
COUNTRY— AND  IT’S  HIGH  TIME 
WE  TAKE  IT  BACK.  And  further  into 
the  humor  spectrum  is  Al  Franken’s  LIES 
(AND  THE  LYING  LIARS  WHO  TELL 
THEM):  A  FAIR  AND  BALANCED 
LOOK  AT  THE  RIGHT. 

Dave  Barry’s  BOOGERS  ARE  MY 
BEAT  presents  a  number  of  his 
newspaper  columns.  The  introduction 
contains  the  following:  “We  have  a  lot  of 
funny  institutions  in  this  country- 
infomercials,  California,  Al  Sharpton, 
organized  religion — ^but  for  consistently 
wacky  hijinks,  you  cannot  beat  the  way 
we  go  about  choosing  our  maximum 
leader.”  Ain’t  it  the  truth? 

In  the  Mission  Library  Children’s  Room: 
Storytime  in  Spanish  every  Saturday  at 
12:00 

Preschool  Storytime:  Thursdays  at  10:10 
Infant/Toddler  Lapsits:  Thursdays  at 
11:00 


Children’s  Holiday  Party:  December 
16  at  6:30  p.m. 


EVERY  SAIURDAY 
10am  -  4pm 


2949  18th  Street 

btwn  Alabama  &  Florida 


a 


FEATURING: 

flea  market 

local  artiaans  and  craftera 
international  food  and  regional  produce 
digital  cinema  and  world  music  netcast 
kida  crafta  tables  and  healing  arts  dome 
workshops,  skillshares  and  repair  booth 
rotating  murals  and  art  installations 
puppet  shows  and  drum  circles 
internet  cafe  and  juice  bar 


of  all 

^  °^C£LUpace -sponsored  by  St.  PeietS^' 


market@cellspace.org  4i  5.643. 


WH  APPReaATE  YOUR  BUSINESS  EVERYDAY! 


ESTÀ  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  «TREET  (415)  861-575V 

OETWEEN  MISSION  0  VALENCIA 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
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Intersection  for  the  Arts:  466  Valencia  St,  SF  presents  two  days  with  workshops  and 
readings  exploring  the  fidi  range  of  Jimmy  Santiago  Baca's  writing  —  poetry,  short 
stories,  essays,  screenplays,  drama,  and  memoir  .Call  (415)  626-2787 
Nov  18  2pm:  W orkshop  on  poetry  and  short  story  writing  / pre-registration  required 
—  $25 

Nov  18  —  8pm:  Readings:  poems  and  short  stories.  With  participation  by  *Melinda 
Corazon  Foley  and  **Tim  Z.  Hernandez,  — $5 

Nov  19  —  2pm:  workshop  on  screen-writing  and  writing  for  the  stage,  through 
dialogue  and  action. 

Nov  19  Baca  reads  from  his  film  script  for  a  Latino  musical;  shows  clips  from  his 
1993  film  "Blood  In,  Blood  Out";  and  reads  from  a  play-in-progress,  "Sons  of  Julia,  " 
with  the  Intersection's  resident  theater  company,  Campo  Santo. 

Jimmy  Santiago  Baca  is  an  award-winning  Mejicano-Apache  poet  with  lyrical 
intensity  who  has  written  over  a  dozen  books,  including:  Martin  and  Meditations  on 
the  South  Valley;  Black  Mesa  Poems;  Set  This  Book  On  Fire!;  Healing  Earthquakes; 
his  memoir,  A  Place  to  Stand  —  the  Making  of  a  Poet;  and  a  Hollywood  screenplay. 
Blood  In  Blood  Out:  Bound  by  Honor.  He  has  won  numerous  literary  prizes,  including 
tlie  American  Book  Award,  the  International  Award,  and  a  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  Literary  Fellowship. 

He  writes  and  speaks  about  the  power  of  tlie  word  —  both  as  written  language 
and  as  performed  poetry,  and  he  communicates  his  vision  as  a  "poet  of  tlie  people" 
tlirough  his  writing  workshops  with  children  and  adults  in  ,  schools,  colleges, 
reservations,  community  centers,  ghettos,  housing  projects,  and  prisons  from  coast  to 
coast.  Yet,  Ins  paUi  to  becoming  a  "cultural  elder"  was-  marked  by  a  childhood  of 
abandonment  and  violence.  He  was  bom  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  in  1952,  and  he 
lives  in  Alburquerque.  He  lived  with  a  grandparent  after  his  parents  divorced  and 
abandoned  him  at  the  age  of  two.  By  the  time  he  was  five,  he  was  living  in  an 
orphanage,  his  father  was  dead  of  alcoholism  and  his  mother  involved  with  a  second 
husband  who  would  years  later  fire  3  magnum  rounds  in  her  face  and  a  fourth  one  into 
his  own  brain.  He  fled  the  orphanage  as  'often  as  he  could  and  was  eventually  reduced 
to  life  on  the  streets.  He  was  addicted  to  dmgs  and  alcohol  and  was  convicted  of  drug 
possession  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Sentenced  to  a  maximum  security  prison  in  Arizona, 
he  spent  four  years  in  isolation  and  received  shock  treatments  for  his  combative  nature. 
He  was  illiterate  until  his  early  20s,  and  he  taught  himself  to  read  and  write  during  his 
6  year  sentence.  At  the  suggestion  of  a  fellow  inmate,  Baca  sent  his  writings  to  Mother 
Jones  Magazine.  The  poetry  editor  recognized  Baca's  talent,  printed  his  work  in  the 
magazine,  and  eventually  found  him  a  publisher  for  his  first  book.  Yet,  imlike  many 
prison  writers  who  vent  their  bitter  rage  and  desolation,  Baca  deals  with  spiritual 
rebirth,  self-actualization,  and  a  dedication  to  the  poetic  muse.  In  his  memoir  A  Place 
to  Stand,  he  says;  "I  am  a  witness,  not  a  victim...  My  role  as  witness  is  to  give  voice  to 
tlie  voiceless,  hope  to  the  hopeless,  of  which  I  am  one." 

—  From:  Martin  &  Meditations  on  the  South  Valley 
I  have  been  lost  from  you  Mother  Earth. 

No  longer 

does  your  language  of  rain  wear  away  my  tlioughts,  „ 

nor  your  language  of  fresh  morning  air 
wear  away  my  face, 

nor  your  language  of  roots  and  blossoms 
wear  away  my  bones. 

But  when  I  return,  I  will  become  your  child  again, 

let  your  green  alfalfa  hands  take  me, 

let  your  maiz  roots  plunge  into  me 

and  give  myself  to  you  again, 

with  the  crane,  tlie  elm  tree  and  the  sun. 

*Melinda  Corazon  Foley  was  bom  in  the  Phillipines,  and  has  lived  in  the  Bay  Area 
since  the  mid-90s.  She  is  a  playwright  and  a  poet  who  works  with  10  Poets  &  a  Mie,  a 
group  of  spoken-word  artists;  the  Intersection's  resident  theater  company  Campo  Santo- 
in  San  Francisco's  Asian  American  Theater  Company  ;  and  she  shared  1st  place  at  the 
1999  National  Poetry  Slam  in  Chicago.  She  has  performed  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
Europe. 

**  Tim  Z.  Hernandez  was  bom  in  the  Central  Valley,  and  is  based  in  Fresno.  He  has 
been  published  in  several  anthologies,  and  has  performed  at  the  Getty  Center  in  L.A., 
and  the  Border  Book  Festival  in  Taos,  N.M.;  He  also  appears  on  the  CD  Raza  Spoken 
Here  (Calaca  Press),  and  his  poetiy/fiction/memoir  Skin  Tax:  Diaries  of  a  Macho,  was 
awarded  tlie  prestigious  James  D.  Phelan  Award  this  past  June. 

DIA  DE  LOS  MUERTOS 
Nov  2:  6pm — 9pm 

"Bizia  Ariu  Len  Eluti"  —  Zapotec:  "Death  Accompanies  Us"  —  is  the  name  of  a 
multi-media  art  exhibition  at  Back  to  the  Picture/Latin  American ‘Gallery,  934 
Valencia  St  @  Liberty  St  (btwn  20  &  21  St)  The  exhibition  is  dedicated  to  Dia  de  los 
Muertos  and  curated  by  the  Mission  graphic  artist  Maestro  Calixto  Robles.  "This  year 
we  have  over  30  artists  from  the  Barrio;  and  we're  honored  to  have  with  us  the  well- 
known  painter/sculptor  Alejandro  Santiago,  from  Oaxaca,  working  with  other  artists 
to  create  a  tapete  de  arena  (traditional  sandpainting)".  Says  Robles.  Carlos  Gutierrez 
will  screen  a  video  in  the  street  at  the  event. 


Ydu  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mìssìqp  Street  285-9900 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday  SI  -  5 


Mission  District 
Writers  Alert! 

Perfect  Binding 
now  available  in 
small  quanities! 

IBARRA  BROTHERS  RRINTHNG 

1009  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  21st) 

•  •  •  Telephone:  826-6700  Eiax:  826-6701  •  •  • 


Self  publish  your 
poems  or  novel! 

Foilfast  Cover 
Printer,  Specialty 
Cover  Stock 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  jSeafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Eva  Litauer,  MEd,  MA,  CHT 

^  ^  ^  ^  <  * 

Hypnotherapy 

for  Mind,  Body 


(415)364-18! 

Masters  in  Counseling  Psychology 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  ^ 


rsonal  &  Spiritual  Growth 

Healing  from  Trauma 

Pain,  Phobias,  Stress  Release 

« 

Habit  Abatement 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.O.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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, http://www.abada.org  PHONE  (415)  20ó-065p 


LAST  LAUGHING  POEM 
For  Victor  Miller 

I  call  my  book  and  my  song; 

"LAST  LAUGHING  POEM" 
because  book  and  cry  are  just  a  bumble  story, 
very  brave  and  very  spicy; 

mixed  with  passion,  intrigue,  true  love  and  hot  affairs; 
a  modest  dedication  to  you,  my  worthy  friends, 
and  to  all  my  insidious,  cowardly  enemies. 

Very  profound,  all  ours  to  share,  this  stew  of  life  and  love 
A  reaffirming  chant  of  protest,  struggle  and  great  hope 
serious,  sweet  and  pissed  off; 

a  poem  of  love  that  smells  like  a  flower,  like  bread  and  holy  incense. 

In  this  life  i'm  just  a  bold,  firm,  sensible  poet  of  love, 
a  radical  dreamer,  marching  in  solidarity  with  humanity  to  the  end. 

Yet  at  times  I  find  myself  blue,  so  very  blue. 

Nevertheless,  my  friends,  in  the  end- 1  always  laugh,  a  madman  laugh, 
laugh  and  laugh  and  laugh  for  my  life's  like  a  river,  a  river. 

Oh  what  joy!  Oh  yes,  what  joy! 

Because  today,  companieros  -y-  companieras.  I'll  tell  the  whole  world 
that  I  entitle,  underline,  put  the  accent  to— (tilt  that  syllable) 
and  name  my  book,  —my  song  and  my  cry:  "LAST  LAUGHING  POEM" 

Yes  indeed!  My  "LAST  LAUGHING  POEM!" 

Because  of  what  I've  done  and  had  to  do,  in  my  handcrafted  passion  I've  triumphed 
and  I  laugh,  laugh,  laugh!  HA-  HA-  HA  HO! 

Rolando  Carrillo 


opti  niotlay  Hirougn  laturtay  9tii-2aiR 

with  dj's  every  lUlt 


Kill  striti  SII  friiciSd  Cl  9  4  1  0  3  phone  4t0  431  B8B9 


THE  DEATH-RATTLE 

And  wouldn't  you  know, 
O  my  sweet  brain, 

My  lovely  eyes  and  lips  and  neck. 
My  breast  so  thrilling,  wouldn't  you 
Know,  they’re  up  in  flames 
And  there's  a  good  girl,  there's 
A  young  woman,  there's 
a  deep  mother. 

And  it's  alright. 

You  can  scream. 

No  chortle  is  making  its  sound 
Down  in  the  guts  of  my  body. 

No  blackness  can  I  reach 
When  this  war  begins. 

The  means  of  destruction 
Are  in  motion. 

The  total  mobilization 
Is  in  fruition: 

Death  on  the  lips. 

Death  in  the  mind. 

Death  when  I  raise  my  hand 
For  a  glass  of  water. 

O  shame,  you  implant! 

O  humiliation  of  a  land. 

Congress  of  abominations! 

Neutral  spill  of  media  spittle 
On  the  objective  body 
Of  a  burning  child! 

This  is  the  Fall  of  America, 

The  triumphant  defeat. 

The  bombs  raining  on  fraq 
Announce  America's  end. 

It  is  the  death-rattle 
You  are  hearing. 

All  the  exploding. 

All  the  planes  and  tanks 
And  troops  are  its  own 
Death-rattle. 

Never  again 
Will  liberty  be  worn 
Without  a  shadow 

In  the  light  of. 

For  all  the  world  to  see 

American  woe-man, 

^American  war-man 

Whose  fashion 
Is  sackcloth. 

Whose  victory 
Is  desolation. 

-Jack  Hirschman 


CITTADINI  DEL  MONDO 

PERCHE’  STO  FACENDO  QUESTO? 
NON  LO  SO. 

PERCHE’  SONO  SEDUTA  QUI 

IN  QUEST’AULA 

COS’E’  CHE  MI  TIENE  QUI? 

NON  HO  RISPOSTE  STANOTTE 
SEDUTA  QUI 

SONO  UN’ITALIANA  MEZZO 

AMERICANA 

SONO  CIO’  CHE  SONO 

NON  AMO  DEFINIZIONI 

NON  AMO  CONFINI 

LINEE  ASTRATTE  A  SEPARARE  LE 

PERSONE 

SIAMO  TUTTI  CITTADINI  DEL 
MONDO 

SIAMO  TUTTI  FIGLI  DI  MADRE 
TERRA 

QUESTO  LO  SO  DI  SICURO 

SONO  VENUTA  IN  AMERICA 

DOMANDANDOMI 

DOV’E’  CASA?  C’E’  UN  RITORNO? 


ClieesesteAks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5.50  -  includes  Fries 


Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 


Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
I  lam  -  1 0pm 
7  days  a  wèek 
3285  21st  street  (©Valencia) 


WiF  58wlsa/ 


SlaUcui 

iOOi^ue^iero  <SL  fai  22iuiJ 
fTei  4/5-206-/240 

f/ifoazs.’ 

ffuesclai/<Sundai/  4;30/jm-//pM 
Gù>ié-d  oAfondat/i 

<S>ur  dining  patrom  arc  invited 
tc  en/c^)  a  campiimenraty 
(^heme  nine  nith  their  mckfl 
tlirou^iout  the  wonth  cf  Npuemh&t 


POI  HO  GUARDATO  IL  CIELO 
LI’V’ERABLMIO  TETTO 
LI  VI  TROVAI  RIPARO 

ESSERE  QUI  QUESTA  SERA 
A  GUARDARE  I  VISI  DI  ALTRE 
PERSONE 

VEDO  DIFFERENTI  PROVENIENZE 
E  MI  SENTO  LIBERA 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise  @ 

in  the 

New  Mission  News! 

Cali  Lex  at  (^^5)  285-4449 
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TRAVEL  VACCINES 


|n  today  and  open  your  Certificate 
visit  www.SanFranciscoFCy,com, 
call  415t775-5377  ext.  4,  or  visit  a  branch  nea&VoUL"; 

770  fìdlde  ri'  G  a  te  Ave.  tìough  St^ìSE' 
264l6ceari;À^.  @19th  Ave.,  SFv 
4375  Geary  BIvd.  'è  Sth  Ave,  Sfl 

nptfccKMmiirBufn  o  jiénìri^- Màhre?  Waxìfp^;^^ 

:;  :$2Ì^p(^.:  Early;^i|}i’^f^^^  p^rahy  applies  One. cefflT|catC;per  mi:mter  uri^  tJ[n 

In^vidiek  wht)  five,  wort.  wòrsKp,  or  aùend  «bpòl  ìniiFllriay  jòift 
tléjkisirt  id  à  nièrjìlxjrship  savings  actr^  required  fòr  membér^ip  :  ■  ;  -  :  -  -  y- :  '  : 

_  ir,....  _ 

l»st  >1 

ir 

Smart  banking.  Heal  valuer 


San  Francisco 

FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


NCUA 


Bring  in  this  ad  to  receive  this  special  rate! 


When  going  to  many  parts  of  the  world, 
it  is  recommended  that  you  take  vaccines 
as  a  precaution  against  certain  diseases. 
The  Center  for  Disease  Control  has  a  list 
of  «vaccines  that  are  recommended  before 
travel,  but  one  important  thing  to  know  is 
tliat  all  of  these  vaccines,  apart  from  one, 
are  only  recommended,  not  mandatory. 
No  vaccine  other  than  yellow  fever  is 
required  for  travel.  Since  that  is  the  case, 
it  is  important  to  review  tlie  other 
vaccines  to  evaluate  the  risks  and  benefits 
of  each  of  them.  This  is  especially  the 
case  when  getting  children  vaccinated,  as 
they  have  already  been  vaccinated  against 
many  diseases. 

The  following  vaccines  are  often 
recommended  for  travel; 

Hepatitis  B:  this  is  a  viral  infection  spread 
through  contact  with  blood.  It  is  different 
than  Hepatitis  A  which  is  the  most 
common  fonn  of  hepatitis.  The  latter 
condition  is  a  virus  passed  through  the 
fecal-oral  route  by  contaminated  water. 
The  only  real  chance  of  catching 
Hepatitis  B  when  traveling  is  tluough 
intimate  contact  with  someone  who  is 
infected,  or  tlirough  other  forms  of  blood 
contamination  like  sharing  dirty  needles. 
Therefore,  the  risk  of  getting  Hepatitis  B 
is  extremely  low  and  even  if  caught,  more 
than  95%  of  those  who  contract  hepatitis 
B  fully  recover.  No  one  would  want  to 
get  Hepatitis  B  as  it  can  make  a  person 
very  ill,  with  classic  symptoms  of 
jaundice,  liver  enlargement,  exhaustion 
and  inability  to  take  fats  and  other  rich 
foods;  but  the  vaccine  itself  is  also  very 
controversial,  with  potentially  serious  side 
effects,  and  its  use  has  been  stopped  in 
certain  countries  including  France. 

Hepatitis  A  produces  similar  symptoms 
to  Hepatitis  B  and  can  make  a  person 
quite  ill.  The  vast  majority  of  people 
recover  from  tliis  disease,  but  it  is  much 
easier  to  catch  tlian  Hepatitis  B  and  many 
long-  term  travelers  in  the  Indian 
subcontinent  and  Africa  catch  hepatitis. 
The  best  way  to  avoid  tire  disease  is' 
through  personal  hygiene,  eating  in  clean 
places  tliat  wash  vegetables  and  fruit 
tlioroughly,  avoiding  eating  raw  fruits 
and  vegetables  (unless  peeled),  drinking 
clean  water  and  generally  keeping  good 
hygiene.  There  is  now  a  vaccine  for 
hepatitis  A  using  a  killed  virus,  but  there 
are  certain  risks  with  the  vaccine.  An 
alternative  is  to  take  a  shot  of 
gammaglobulin,  which  injects  antibodies 
into  the  system,  but  this  only  lasts  2-3 
months.  Prevention  is  the  best  line  to 
take  and  gammablobulin  or  the  vaccine 
should  only  be  considered  in  areas  where 
the  disease  is  very  common  and  you  are 
likely  to  come  contact  with  it.  Visiting  a 
country  for  2-3  weeks  and  staying  in 
clean  places,  and  being  careful  with 
hygiene,  is  likely  to  be  enough. 

Polio  is  another  disease  whose  vaccine 
is  recommended  for  travelers.  Polio  is 
caused  by  a  virus  that  affects  the  nervous 
system.  The  disease  primarily  affects 
cliildren  under  5  years  of  age.  Generally, 
the  first  symptoms  of  polio  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  flu.  Paralysis 
results  in  approximately  1-2%  of  children 
affected.  Therefore,  tire  vast  majority 
recover  fully  from  the  disease,  a  fact  not 
widely  understood.  However,  given  the 
seriousness  of  the  disease,  children 
routinely  receive  the  polio  vaccine. 


Today,  polio  has  mostly  disappeared  from 
the  world;  the  countries  most  affected  are 
Afghanistan,  Egypt,  India,  Niger, 
Nigeria,  Pakistan  and  Somalia.  In  the 
USA  and  Europe  there  have  been  no  wild 
cases  of  polio  since  1991.  The  only  cases 
have  been  from  secondary  infections  from 
the  “live  virus”  vaccine.  There  have  also 
been  six  cases  of  polio  between  1980  and 
1998  that  were  imported  from  other 
countries.  Therefore,  tlie  risk  of  catching 
polio  is  extremely  remote. 

Tetanus  is  another  disease  that  is 
commonly  vaccinated  against.  There  are 
several  forms  of  tetanus  but  tlie  one 
concerning  travelers  is  generalized 
tetanus,  which  is  most  commonly  caught 
from  a  deep  injury  with  a  contaminated 
object,  as  the  bacteria  do  not  survive 
when  exposed  to  oxygen.  Incubation  of 
tetanus  between  time  of  infection  and 
symptom  expression  can  range  from  5 
days  to  2  months,  but  initial  symptoms 
often  begin  within  14  days,  with 
symptoms  of  headache,  restlessness, 
itcliing  or  pain  at  site  of  injury.  Gradual 
muscle  rigidity  and  muscle  spasm  can 
follow  after  this. 

Again,  contrary  to  common 
knowledge,  even  being  fully  vaccinated 
does  not  necessarily  prevent  infection. 
The  best  precaution  is  to  ensure  that  all 
wounds  are  tlioroughly  cleaned,  allowed 
to  bleed  profusely  and,  if  necessary,  to 
take  prophylactic  antibiotics  such  as 
penicillin,  which  are  effective  against  tlie 
bacteria. 

Another  often-mentioned  disease  is 
typhoid,  a  condition  commonly  seen  in 
the  past  due  to  contaminated  water. 
Although  still  found  in  India,  Africa, 
parts  of  Asia  and  Central  and  Soutli 
America,  it  is  highly  unlikely  tliat 
travelers  visiting  these  countries  will 
catch  tliis  disease  unless  they  live  there 
for  long  periods  of  time  and  are  exposed 
to  contaminated  water.  The  same  applies 
to  Cholera;  also,  it  is  now  accepted  that 
tlie  cholera  vaccine  only  offers  protection 
against  certain  strains  of  tlie  disease. 

Yellow  fever,  as  mentioned  earlier,  is 
the  one  disease  tliat  has  mandatory 
vaccine  policy  for  certain  parts  of  Africa. 
You  should  check  \vitli  the  CDC  as  to 
which  countries  require  this  vaccine. 
Yellow  fever  is  a  mosquito-bome  viral 
disease  that  varies  in  severity  from  flu¬ 
like  symptoms  to  severe  hepatitis  and 
hemorrhagic  fever.  The  vaccine  has  been 
shown  to  create  some  potentially  serious 
side-effects.  It  is  a  “live  virus”  vaccine 
and  has  been  shown  to  cause  encephalitis 
(inflammation  of  the  brain),  especially  in 
children  under  nine  months,  and  about 
11%  suffer  post-vaccine  syndrome  of 
multiple  pains  and  fever.  So,  generally,  if 
you  need  tliis  vaccine,  tlien  you  have  to 
have  it;  otherwise,  it  best  to  avoid  it. 

Sometimes  vaccination  is  recommended 
against  childhood  diseases  such  as 
measles.  This  very  controversial  vaccine 
has  shovra  serious  side  effects  and 
therefore  should  not  be  taken  lightly, 
especially  for  short  vacations. 

One  disease  for  which  there  is  no 
vaccine  is  Malaria,  a  disease  commonly 
found  throughout  the  developing  world, 
and  one  of  the  largest  killer  diseases  in 
the  world.  More  people  die  in  the  world 
today  as  a  result  of  Malaria  than  of  AIDS. 


This  disease  is  caused  by  a  parasite 
spread  by  the  sting  of  an  infected 
mosquito.  Symptoms  of  malaria  include 
fever,  chills,  headache,  muscle  aches, 
vomiting,  diarrhea  and  fatigue.  It  can 
then  lead  to  dehydration,  kidney  failure 
and  death.  Symptoms  usually  develop  10 
days  to  4  weeks  after  infection,  but  can  at 
times  occur  up  to  one  year  later.  Any 
symptoms  such  as  intermittent  chill,  fever 
and  shaking  after  returning  from  travel 
should  be  checked  out  by  your  doctor. 
Quinine  has  been  given  for  over  200  years 
as  a  treatment  and  precaution  against 
malaria,  yet  there  are  now  many  strains  of 
malaria  resistant  to  quinine  and  other 
malaria  drugs.  A  new  array  of  drugs  is 
now  given  as  a  precaution  against 
malaria,  but  there  are  sometime  serious 
side  effects  from  these  drugs,  which  are 
increased  the  longer  they  are  taken.  The 
decision,  about  whether  to  take  these 
drugs  should  depend  on  the  area  to  be 
visited,  the  incidence  of  malaria  at  the 
time  of  visit  and  the  time  you  plan  to 
spend  in  the  region.  It  is  wortliwhile  to 
do  some  research  on  malaria  outbreaks  in 


the  area  to  be  visited  and  the  current 
drugs  recommended.  Generally  speaking, 
it  is  more  likely  to  be  caught  in  rural 
areas  than  in  major  cities  or  resort  areas. 
Altliough  I  spent  over  2  years  in  India,  I 
have  not  taken  any  malaria  medication  or 
taken  any  otlier  vaccines. 

If  you  do  catch  malaria,  there  are 
alternatives  to  taking  the  conventional 
medication.  It  has  been  discovered  tliat 
over  2,000  years  ago  Chinese  people  took 
a  plant  called  wormwood  oxArtemesia  for 
malaria,  which  has  now  been  syntliesized 
into  artemisinin,  and  research  is  now 
being  carried  out  to  evaluate  its  clinical 
efficacy.  In  homeopathic  medicine,  there 
are  many  remedies  that  can  be  given  for 
the  effects  of  malaria,  including 
homeopathic  preparations  of  quinine. 
However,  it  may  be  best  to  visit  a 
homeopathic  practitioner  to  ensure  that 
the  correct  remedy  is  found. 

Therefore,  before  assuming  that  you 
have  to  take  all  recommended  vaccines, 
consider  the  points  above  and  the  risks 
and  benefits  associated  with  them. 


FREE  Report  reveals . . . 


What  employers  don’t  want  you  to 
know  about  your  on-the-job  injury! 

Too  many  injured  workers  don't  understand  their  rights! 


San  Francisco-  A  Free  Report  was 
recently  released  that  has  already  helped 
thousands  of  Americans  get  back  to  work 
with  less  pain  and  hassle.  Studies  show 
that  many  injured  workers  don’t  get  the 
care  they  need  to  properly  heal  from  their 


injuries,  resulting  in  frustration,  stress, 
and  aggravation.  Not  knowing  where  to 
turn,  many  workers  have  been  left  with 
no  choice  but  to  return  to  work  either 
while  still  in  pain,  or  without  proper 
representation  to  protect  their  rights. 

TO  RECEIVE  THE  FREE  REPORT  ENTITLED  “How  To  Survìvc  A  Work  Injury” 

Call  Toll-Free:  1-800  -  806  -  4132  (24 -Hour  Recorded  Message) 

Warning;  Making  a  false  or  fraudulent  Workers'  Compensation  claim  is  a  felony  subject  to  up  to  S  years  in  prison  or  a  fine  of  up 
to  $50,000  or  double  the  value  of  the  fiaui  whichever  is  greater,  or  by  both  imprisonment  and  a  fine. 


October/November  2003 


New  Mission  News 


17 


New  College  of  California 


In  the  Mission 
with  a  Mission 

Offering  College  Degrees  to  Working  Adults 


Do  you  have  some  college  credits? 

Would  you  like  to  change  your  life  by  using  prior 
life  experience  to  complete  your  college  degree? 

Consider  New  College’s  BA  Completion  Programs 
and  finish  your  degree  in  as  little  as  one  year. 

Attend  One  Weekend  Per  Month  or  Day/Evening  Classes 
Learn  about  our  other  BA  and  MA  programs. 


For  information 
contact 
Paui  Roberts 
at  437-3460. 


WWW.  n  e  wco  1 1  eg  e .  ed  u 

Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  Financial  aid  Is  available  for  students  who  qualify. 

766,  777  VALENCIA  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


It’s  about  putting  things  right! 


RogerForMayor.com 


AMONG  OTHER  VITAL  ISSUES.  I  GUARANTEE  THAT  I 

WILL  STOP  THE  VICTIMIZATION  OF  OUR  SENIORS 

BY  THE  HOMELESS.  90%  of  the  homeless  come  from  OUT¬ 
SIDE  THE  CITY  for  the  FREE  money  and  benefits  we  provide! 
The  City  spends  over  $200  million  a  year  on  the  homeless 
PROBLEM,  and  they  keep  coming.  IT  IS  NOT  OUR  RESPON¬ 
SIBILITY  TO  CARE  FOR  THE  NATION’S  HOMELESS! 

I  WILL  STOP  THE  VICTIMIZATION  AND  GOUGING  OF 

THE  CITIZENS  by  an  overspending,  out-of-control  city 
government.  Why  should  we  pay  more  for  Muni,  parking 
meters/tickets,  etc.  in  order  to  support  4,000  USELESS 
POLITICAL  APPOINTEES? 

I  WILL  CUT  THE  REGULATIONS  THAT  MAKE 

HOUSING  SO  EXPENSIVE!  The  City  wants  more  renters 
than  homeowners,  so  regulations  are  designed  to  keep  people 
renting  and  to  restrict  affordable  housing. 

It's  About  Putting  Things  Right! 
Elect  Roger  E.  Schulke.  MBA  -  Mayor! 


Dear  Curandera, 

My  younger  sister  Liz  went  to  a  party 
where  there  was  a  coffee  psychic:  the 
psychic  read  the  images  she  saw  in  a  cup 
of  coffee  when  she  added  cream  to  it. 
Then  Liz  had  her  own  party  with  the 
coffee  psychic.  At  both  parties,  for  both 
readings,  the  psychic  said  that  my 
mother,  who  has  been  dead  for  several 
years,  is  hanging  around  her.  Then  my 
other  sister  had  a  reading,  and  the  psychic 
told  her  the  same  thing.  Liz  doesn’t  want 
our  mother  around  and  she  told  the 
psycliic  this,  but  the  psychic  said  that 
Mom  needed  to  be  around  for  ‘therapy  for 
her  soul.’  The  psychic  also  said  that 
Mom  was  asking  for  Liz’s  forgiveness. 
Isn’t  there  something  my  sisters  or  I 
could  do  to  help  put  Mom?s  spirit  to  rest? 

Chiystine 
Dear  Chrystine, 

Your  email  created  some  strange  images 
for  me.  Is  this  a  dream,  or  did  it  happen 
in  waking  reality?  I  know  that  in  some 
Latin  American  countries  fortunes  are 
told  from  the  grounds  of  coffee:  you  drink 
the  coffee,  then  turn  your  cup,  with  coarse 
grounds  at  the  bottom,  upside  down  and 
wait  until  the  liquid  drains  out,  leaving 
patterns  from  which  your  future  can  be 
told.  Most  fortun^telling  comes  not  so 
much  from  the  medium,  but  from  the 
iimer  states  induced  by  them  in  the 
reader.  In  any  event,  the  information  is 
important  either  way. 

I  believe  that  sometimes  when  people  die, 
they  don’t  quite  make  it  to  the  other  side. 
There  may  be  several  reasons  for  this. 
Perhaps  someone  can’t  accept  her  or  his 
death,  or  was  not  ready,  or  they  had 


unfinished  business  that  tied  tliem  to  the 
worldly  plane.  Apparently  this  is  what 
happened  to  your  mother.  1  suspect  your 
sisters,  and  maybe  even  you,  are  holding 
on  to  unresolved  feelings  towards  your 
mother.  Whether  you  realize  it  or  not, 
the  coffee  psychic  (real  or  imaginary) 
gave  you  a  very  good  suggestion:  forgive 
your  mother.  Just  because  someone  dies, 
it  doesn’t  mean  their  feelings  die  with 
them.  They  have  to  be  worked  out,  just  as 
they  do  on  this  plane.  Look  at  it  this  way: 
at  least  your  mother  knows  she  wronged 
you,  and  has  enough  consciousness  to 
stick  around  in  an  effort  to  make 
amends.  You  and  your  sisters  might  want 
to  take  some  time  to  search  your  hearts 
and  figure  out  if- you  have  unresolved 
feelings  toward  your  mother.  You  might 
want  to  write  a  letter  in  which  you  detail 
the  reasons  for  your  uiuesolved  issues, 
and  you  may  find  by  the  time  you  are 
finished  writing  the  letter,  you,  too,  are 
able  to  move  beyond  your  feelings.  You 
could  make  an  altar  to  your  mother  and 
now  is  a  good  time  to  do  this  since  by 
some  traditions,  we  are  considered  to  be 
within  the  Days  of  tlie  Dead.  What  this 
kind  of  altar  does  is  create  a  door  into  the 
underworld  so  spirits  can  come  through  to 
visit  us,  and  also  leave.  Put  a  picture  of 
your  mother  on  the  altar,  and  perhaps 
something  that  belonged  to  her.  Fresh 
flowers  are  also  nice.  It  is  a  Mexican 
tradition  to  put  favorite  foods  or  liquor  on 
the  altar,  but  you  can  put  anything  on  the 
altar  you  think  is  appropriate.  When  it’s 
finished,  enliven  the  altar  with  a  candle. 

I  suggest  you  bum  the  letter  in  which  you 
poured  out  your  feelings,  symbolically 
letting  go  of  them,  and  say  good-bye  to 
your  mother.  Be  sure  to  bum  the  candle 
for  your  mother  each  day,  as  long  as  you 
feel  her  spirit  near  you. 

Rez 


OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

455  Valencia  /  415-  861-4964  /  www.quanyinhealingart5.com  /  qyhac@dol.com 
Since  Ì984,  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive  Acupuncture  Treat  meni  Programs 


TREATMENTS  /  ASJUi  \  COMPREHENSIVE 

AND  SERVICES  |  0*^  I  SUPPORT  PROGRAMS 

ThtKAptUlicMASSAqb 
AIternatIve  MEdiciNE 
Oi  CoNq  &  MEdiiAiioN 
Acupuncture  Treatment 
CoMplEMENTARy  McdlclNE 
ChiNESE  HerIjaI  MEdiciNE 
Women’s  WeUness  Program 
Respiratory  HeaItTi  &  AstIima 
Men's  HeaItIi  &  Prostate  Care 

accept  Medi-pal,  private  health  insurance  and  Worhers  Comp  dahn. 
Low  income  or  uninsured  people  may  be  elig^ible  for  sliding'  scale  fees. 

MONDAYS 

Qi  Gong  with  Master  Larry  Wong  -  6:30.  to  0PM  ($12  drof-in  or  $40  for  4  classes) 

TUESDAYS 

HCV  Support  Group  --  7  to  0:3OPM  (Donation) 

WEDNÉbDAYS 

Chi  Kung  /  Core  Conpitioning  /  Qi  Gong  with  Richaro  Light,  L.Ac.  -  2PM  ($12  drop-in  or 
$40  FOR  4  CLASSES)  E/ENING  YOGA  WITH  RICHARD  LIGHT.  L.Ac.  -  7:30PM  (1st  class  free) 

THURSDAYS 

Qi  Gong  with  Li  Ping  Zhu  -  6:30  to  0PM  ($12  drop-in  or  $40  for  4  aASSES) 

SATURDAYS 

Community  Education  Forum  -  3rd  or  4th  Sat,  of  Month  (call  061-4964  for  scheduleI 


EnvIronmentaI  IIIness 
HepatItIs  C  Virus  Care 
AnxIety  ANd  Depression 
Repetitive  Stress  InìurIes 
DIqestIve  DIsoRdERS  &  IBS 
CItRONÌcPaÌN  MANAqEMENI 
HIV  ANd  AIDS  MANAqi.MENT 
StroIce  /  BraIn  Injury  Recovery 
ChEMiCAl  DEpENdENCYl'AddiCliON 


October/November  2003 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS 


STAND  UP  FOR  THE  CANDIDATE 
WHO  IS  STANDING  UP  FOR  OUR 
NEIGHBORHOODS. 

GAVI N  N  E WSOM 

In  diis  race  for  mayor,  there  are  some  who  want  to  pull  us  far  to  the 
left,  others  who  want  to  see  the  city  move  far  to  the  right.  Gavin 
Newsom  will  bring  San  Franciscans  from  every  neighborhood 
together  so  we  can  move  our  city  forward. 

Gavin  New'som  has  .show'n  what  we  can  accomplish  when  we  bring 
San  Franciscans  togedier.  Newsom  helped  unite  leaders  from  every' 
neighborhood  to  pass  the  recent  neighborhood  parks  bond.  He 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  labor,  management  and  riders’  groups 
together  to  pass  fundamental  MUNI  reform.  And  Newsom  is 
working  to  unite  San  Franciscans  around  real  solutions  to  the 
homeless  crisis. 

Newsom  has  detailed  plans  to  create  high  wage  jobs  for  San 
Franciscans.  lie  is  working  to  bring  the  city'  and  schools  together 
so  that  every  child  has  access  to  a  high  quality  education.  He  is 
fighting  for  a  pioneering  affordable  housing  plan  that  will  help 
provide  new  home's  for  working  families.  And  Newsom  is  “getting 
under  the  hood”  of  city  government  to  make  it  work  more 
efficiently  for  everyone. 

On  November  4,  please  join  with  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein, 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi,  State  Senator  Jackie  Speier,  Rescue 
MUNI,  the  San  Francisco  Firefighters  and  neighbors  fi*om  every 
comer  of  San  Francisco  in  support  of  Gavin  Newsom  for  Mayor. 


Yes!  I  support  Gavin  Newsom’s  plan 
for  neighborhood  change! 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

PHONE 

- 

EMAIL 


Join  Gavin  Newsom  s  Campaign  for  Change. 

Please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  itto: 

1625  Van  Ness  Ave  - 
Third  Floor 

San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
Find  out  more  at 

www.newsomformayor.com 
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Sonny  Smith 


He’s  a  Mugger, 
Not  a  Hugger 


Things  had  gotten  so  bad  I 
tliought  I  might  have  to  mug  somebody.  I 
laid  on  the  grass  thinking  about  it  until 
my  eyelids  closed  and  when  I  awoke, 
tliree  hours  later,  I  figured  I  might  as 
well.  I  had  one  dollar  to  my  name,  so  I 
used  it  at  that  liquor  store  over  at  24'*‘  and 
Hampshire.  When  I  gave  the  guy  my 
dollar  for  a  Snickers  I  sized  him  up. 
Maybe  I  could  just  hold  up  the  place. 
They  had  a  pair  of  scissors  for  sale, 
scissors  for  cuticles  and  such.  I  could  just 
start  jabbing  at  him  'til  he  gave  it  up.  But 
I  passed.  He  looked  quick  on  the  draw,  or 
smart  anyway,  like  he  could  get  a  phone 
call  in  even  if  he  was  bleeding  to  death... 
or  maybe  he'd  hooked  up  some  imder-the- 
table  button  to  the  cops.  I  passed  on  that 
place  and  walked  on  to  the  comer, 
waiting  for  somebody  to  come  by.  No  one 
came  until  long  after  I  finished  my  candy 
bar.  Then  a  guy  went  in  and  came  out 
with  a  small  bag  of  stuff.  It  looked  like 
dog  food,  and  that  made  sense  ‘cause  he 
had  a  dog,  one  of  those  big,  black 
Labradors.  Well,  I  sat  there  thinking  to 
myself;  'That  could  be  tough,'  because 
maybe  that  dog  was  well  trained.  So  I  just 
followed  him  from  afar.  No  one  was 
around.  When  he  turned  the  comer  onto 
25*  I  turned  the  comer  too.  Then  I  saw 
him  stop  at  his  gate,  him  and  his  dog. 
And  that's  when  I  went  up  to  him. 

Before  I  even  said  anything  he 
was  already  telling  me  he  didn't  have  any 
money.  Did  he  think  I  was  playing 
around?  Did  he  think  I'd  just  say,  'Oh 
sorry.  I'll  be  on  my  way.’?  I  backed  him 
right  up  to  his  own  front  gate  and  got 
right  in  his  face.  I  remembered  to  flip  my 
hood  up  over  my  head;  that  way  it  cast  a 
shadow  over  my  face.  He  just  kept 
insisting  he  didn't  have  any  money,  not 
even  a  wallet.  Finally  the  little  guy  just 
squirmed  out  of  the  comer  and  ran  into 
the  street.  He  let  go  of  his  dog's  leash  and 
kept  saying  'Get  him!  Get  him!’  I  was 
about  to  run,  figuring  the  dog  was  gonna 
eat  me  up,  but  the  dog  just  walked  up  to 
me,  wagging  his  tail  askin’  if  I  had  any 
food.  I  said  to  the  dog  (in  my  thoughts), 
'You  askin’  ME  for  food?'  but  the  man 
was  just  shoutin’  and  shoutin’  and 
shoutin’  now,  and  I  figured  someone 
would  show  up  or  call  the  cops.  I  thought 
about  taking  the  dog  and  calling  in  a 
ransom  but  it  seemed  too  much  of  a 
hassle  so  I  just  started  to  mn.  I  ran  all  the 
way  back  to  the  park  and  sat  down  by  tlie 
tree  I  had  slept  mider  earlier.  That  little 
man  was  just  like  a  motli  going  crazy 
around  a  light  bulb  or  something;  As  soon 
as  I  started  in  he  had  danced  and  danced 
and  just  regularly  spazzed  out. 

I  was  so  damn  hungry  I  didn't 
even  sit  around  and  think  about  it  all  too 
much.  I  got  up  and  left  the  park  heading 
north,  figiuing  I  might  find  somebody 
heading  towards  Mission  Street.  And  I 
did.  It  was  anotlier  white  guy,  about  the 


same  height  but  a  little  better  built.  He 
was  coming  out  of  the  Phone  Booth  Bar 
right  around  25*  and  South  Van  Ness.  I 
trailed  him,  figuring  he  was  walking  to 
his  car.  Wlien  he  got  to  his  car  I  figured 
I'd  stick  someUiing  in  his  side.  I  looked 
for  a  stick  on  the  pavement  but  I  guess 
when  you  want  to  find  a  stick  there’s 
never  one  around.  Anyway,  this  guy 
walked  for  what  seemed  tike  damn  near 
half  an  hour,  so  I  figured  he  must  be 
walking  home.  And  he  walked  fast  too! 
Finally  I  had  to  start  mnning  just  to  catch 
up  to  trim.  When  I  got  to  him  I  was  so 
revved  up  I  just  said,  'Hey  I  need  some 
money,  man,  it's  an  emergency,'  and  he 
shook  his  head  no!' So  then  I  got  up  in  his 
face  and  I  made  like  I  had  a  knife  with 
my  hand  in  a  brown  crumpled  up  paper 
sack  tliat  I  had  in  my  pocket.  He  seemed 
scared,  real  scared,  and  backed  up  about 
three  or  four  feet.  Sliit,  he  could  have  run 
at  that  point  but  instead  he  just  got  out  his 
wallet.  I  told  him  just  to  give  it  all  to  me 
and  he  told  me  to  look,  and  then  he  held 
liis  wallet  open  for  me  to  see  and  tliere 
wasn't  but  two  dollars  in  the  damn  wallet! 
'What  you  got  inside?"  I  said.  "Inside  tlie 
house?"  he  says.  "Yeah,  inside  the 
house."  I  say.  "Nothing."  Then  he  looked 
at  me;  it  was  like  he  found  his  courage 
and  he  looked  right  at  my  face  for  the 
first  time,  and  he  said,  "Hey,  don't  I  know 
you?"  and  I  says  "Hell  no,"  and  he  says 
"Yeah,  I  tliink  I  know  you.  You  used  to 
play  music  down  at  the  Rite  Spot,  didn't 
you?"  and  I  says  to  him:  "Hell  no,  that 
wasn't  me!"  and  then  the  next  tiling  I 

know  I  felt  this  big  grip  on  my  shoulder 
and  I  thought  he  was  trying  to  hit  me  or 
do  something  to  me  so  I  resisted  him,  I 
sort  of  scuffled  with  him.  I  think  he  was 
trying  to  be  my  friend  but  I  tried  to 
remove  his  hand  and  the  scuffle  kind  of 
increased  and  I  had  get  in  a  karate 
position.  So  I  got  into  my  position  and  it 
turns  out  this  turkey  just  was  laughing 
and  carrying  on  like  he  knew  me  way 
back  when  and  acted  like  we  used  to  hang 
together  and  hell,  maybe  he  was  one  of 
those  guys  that  would  stay  late  after  the 
set  was  done  and  liked  to  drink  with  me 
when  I  was  done  playing  and  shit,  he  was 
just  taking  a  regular  stroll  down  memory 
lane  when  I  finally  just  said  ‘Fuck  it!’  and 
ran  like  lightning  back  to  my  tree. 

I  told  myself  I  had  to  start 
getting  smart  about  Uiis  if  I  was  gorma 
make  any  kind  of  real  scratch.  So  I  just 
started  sizing  up  people  left  and  right  and 
trying  to  figure  out  who  was  a  screamer 
and  a  squiggler  and  who  was  a  complier. 

I  looked  at  everybody  in  tlieir  face  when  I 
walked  by  and  then  I'd  look  at  tlieir  walk 
and  try  to  see  who  was  a  screamer  and 
who  was  a  complier.  I  hoped  soon  I'd  be 
able  to  figure  it  out  and  then  I  could  start 
eating  regular  again. 


p.s.  Saturday  night  Nov.  8th  fecalface.com  is  hosting  another  art  art  art  and 
more  art  party  where  I'll  play,  at  Punch  Gallery  which  is  155  10th  sL 
between  Mission  and  Howard.  Saturday,  Novemeber  8th.  10pm.  o.k.  let's 
party. 


St.  Luke's 
Hospital 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart  of 
San  Francisco 


Cesar-  Chavez  at  Valencia 

3555  C^sar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
www.stlukes-sf.org 


Community  Based.  Not  for  Profit 


Comprehensive  Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  Department 

•  Medical /Surgical 

•  Matemal/Child  Services 

•  Diabetes  Education  Program  (ADA  Approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for  Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information: 

Referral  &  Information  . .  41 5-821 -DOCS  (3627) 
Maternity  Information  . .  415-626-BABY  (2229) 
Outpatient  Pharmacy  . . .  415-641-6550 

Diabetes  Education . 415-641-6826 

M.O.M . 415-641-6406 

(Millennium  Occupational  Medicine) 


^ Stata  of  CalHocntaV 

licensed' 


SM^ 


Vj 


MSPECT10N& 
REPAIR  STA-TON^ 


^an  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFRCIAL  CAUFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

4  Fim  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦Basic  Auto  Repair  ClasMS  ♦  “Dodt-Yourself" 

Membership  AVallsbIe  ♦  Men  A  Women  Mechanice 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Op/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •Radiators  •Overheating' 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Whpel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  A- Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


m 
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$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($46.®®  VALUE) 


934  Valencia  Street  (2oth/2ist)  •  4158262321 


is  ift  feh.c  ^wa” 

,f  OBNW'  ’®S8, 1999  4  2009 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

open  daily  Warn  to  10pm 


3071  1 6th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


I  • 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

Serving  the  Mission  District  for  over  is  Years 


Full  service— or  frame  it  yourself! 

Quality  framing  materials 
Personal,  step-by-step  assistance 


